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ON THE MURDER OF
His MOST INNOCENT
From the staff of “Orthodox Heritage.”

Then Herod, when he saw that he was
mocked of the wise men, was exceeding
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the
children that were in Bethlehem, and
in all the coasts thereof, from two years
old and under, according to the time
which he had diligently inquired of the
wise men. Then was fulfilled that which
was spoken by Jeremias the prophet,
saying, “In Rama was there a voice
heard, lamentation, and weeping, and
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, and would not be comforted,
because they are not.”
[Mt 2:17-18]
On December 29t our Church
commemorated the Massacre of
the 14,000 Holy Innocent Infants, in
Bethlehem and its borders. The Holy
Rachel wept unceasingly when King
Herod had ordered his soldiers to have
all children two years old and younger
to be massacred.

It seems that the loving Holy Rachel
has not stopped weeping to this very
hour, as we continue to see massacres
of the infants, through abortions, being
condoned and “legally” supported all
around the world, often with the finan-
cial backing of governments, especially
in the “progressive” West.

For us in America, on January 22, 1973,
the U.S. Supreme Court “legalized”
the atrocious act of abortion and thus
brought within our lives the continua-
tion of the murder of His most innocent
and their daily sacrifice in the altar of

Satan and his dark angels.

The Orthodox Church cries out against
this act of abortion. But is it not true
that our ears often remain closed as we
are afraid of the truth? We are allowing
death to happen, murder, before our
eyes! Death of innocent children!

On the eve of the 40 Anniversary of
the U.S. Supreme Court decision that
legalized the brutal murder of pre-born
children in the wombs of their mothers,
we wish to provide our readers with the
Church’s position on this murderous act.

May 2012 be the year that our Lord
enlightens the reversal of this horrible
1973 Supreme Court decision.

Trof

hou shalt not commit murder,

thou shalt not commit adultery,
thou shalt not commit pederasty, [Ed.,
the sexual abuse of an an adolescent boy
by an adult male outside his immediate
family] thou shalt not commit fornica-
tion, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not
practice magic, thou shalt not practise
witchcraft, thou shalt not murder a
child by abortion nor kill that which is
begotten. [Ante-Nicene Fathers: Vol. VII,
Apostolic Teachings & Constitutions: The
2" Commandment).
Ajnd near that place I saw another

trait place into which the gore
and the filth of those who were being
punished ran down and became there
as it were a lake: and there sat women
having the gore up to their necks, and
over against them sat many children who
were born to them out of due time, cry-
ing; and there came forth from them
sparks of fire and smote the women in
the eyes: and these were the accursed
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who conceived and caused abortion. [Ante-Nicene Fathers:
Volume X, The Apocalypse of Peter]

mong surgeons’ tools there is a certain instrument,

which is formed with a nicely-adjusted flexible frame
for opening the uterus first of all and keeping it opens; it is
further furnished with an annular blade, by means of which
the limbs [of the child] within the womb are dissected with
anxious but unfaltering care; its last appendage being a blunt-
ed or covered hook, wherewith the entire fetus is extracted
by a violent delivery. There is also [another instrument in
the shape of] a copper needle or spike, by which the actual
death is managed in this furtive robbery of life: They give it,
from its infanticide function, the name of embryosphaktes,
[meaning] “the slayer of the infant,” which of course was
alive...” [The doctors who performed abortions] all knew
well enough that a living being had been conceived, and
[they] pitied this most luckless infant state, which had first
to be put to death, to escape being tortured alive. [210 AD,
Tertullian, The Soul
And now I should wish to meet him who says or believes

that we are initiated by the slaughter and blood of an
infant. Think you that it can be possible for so tender, so little
a body to receive those fatal wounds; for any one to shed,
pour forth, and drain that new blood of a youngling, and
of a man scarcely come into existence? No one can believe
this, except one who can dare to do it. And I see that you at
one time expose your begotten children to wild beasts and to
birds; at another, that you crush them when strangled with
a miserable kind of death. There are some women who, by
drinking medical preparations, extinguish the source of the
future man in their very bowels, and thus commit a parricide
before they bring forth. [Ante-Nicene Fathers: Volume IV, The
Octavius of Minucius Felix]

hristians marry, like everyone else, and they beget
children, but they do not cast out their offspring, for
it is of grave consequences. [250 AD, Letter of Diognetus
ch.s, vs. 6]
Concerning women who commit fornication, and destroy
that which they have conceived, or who are employed in
making drugs for abortion, a former decree excluded them
until the hour of death, and to this some have assented. Nev-
ertheless, being desirous to use somewhat greater lenity, we
have ordained that they fulfill ten years [of penance], accord-
ing to the prescribed degrees. (314 AD, Council of Ancyra,
Canon 21]
He that kills another with a sword, or hurls an axe at his
own wife and kills her, is guilty of willful murder; not
he who throws a stone at a dog, and unintentionally kills a
man, or who corrects one with a rod, or scourge, in order
to reform him, or who kills a man in his own defense, when
he only designed to hurt him. But the man, or woman, is
a murderer that gives a philtrum (love potion), if the man
that takes it die upon it; so are they who take medicines to
procure abortion; and so are they who kill on the highway,
and the rapparees (bandits). [374 AD, Basil the Great, r* Ca-
nonical Letter, canon §)
cannot bring myself to speak of the many virgins who daily
fall and are lost to the bosom of the Church, their mother...
Some go so far as to take potions, that they may insure bar-
renness, and thus murder human beings almost before their
conception. Some, when they find themselves with child
through their sin, use drugs to procure abortion, and when,
as often happens, they die with their offspring, they enter the
lower world laden with the guilt not only of adultery against
Christ but also of suicide and child murder. [396 AD, Jerome,
Letters 22:13)
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hou shalt not use magic. Thou shalt not use witchcraft;
for He says, Ye shall not suffer a witch ro live. Thou shall
not slay thy child by causing abortion, nor kill that which is
begotten; for everything that is shaped, and has received a soul
from God, if it be slain, shall be avenged, as being unjustly
destroyed. [Ante-Nicene Fathers: Volume VII, Constitutions of
the Holy Apostles, Book VII, Moral Exhortations]
f men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she
gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall
surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband
imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.
But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life.
[Exodus 21:22-23)
In our case, a murder being once for all forbidden, we may
not destroy even the fetus in the womb, while as yet the
human being derives blood from the other parts of the body
for its sustenance. To hinder a birth is merely a speedier man-
killing; nor does it matter whether you take away a life that
is born, or destroy one that is coming to birth. That is a man
which is going to be one; you have the fruit already in its seed.
(210 AD, Tertullian, Apology]
Let her that procures abortion under-
go ten years penance, whether the
embryo were perfectly formed, or not.
(374 AD, Basil the Great, First Canonical
Letter, Canon 2]
Now we allow that life begins with
conception because we contend
that the soul also begins from concep-
tion; life taking its commencement at
the same moment and place that the soul
does. [210 AD, Tertullian, Apology)
he embryo therefore becomes a hu- ==
man being in the womb from the moment that its form
is completed. The law of Moses, indeed, punishes with due
penalties the man who shall cause abortion, inasmuch as there
exists already the rudiment of a human being, which has im-
puted to it even now the condition of life and death, since it
is already liable to the issues of both, although, by living still
in the mother, it for the most part shares its own state with
the mother. [Ante-Nicene Fathers: Volume III, Tertullian, A
Treatise on the Soul, Chapter VII, On the Formation and State
of the Embryo)
he law, moreover enjoins us to bring up all our offspring,
and forbids women to cause abortion of what is begot-
ten, or to destroy it afterward; and if any woman appears to
have so done, she will be a murderer of her child, by destroy-
ing a living creature, and diminishing humankind. [Josephus,
Flavius, The Works of Josephus, Against Apion, Book I1]
he second commandment of the teaching: You shall not
murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not
seduce boys. You shall not commit fornication. You shall not
steal. You shall not practice magic. You shall not use potions.

You shall not procure [an] abortion, nor destroy a newborn
child. (150 AD, Didache 2:1
here are some [pagan] women who, by drinking medical
preparations, extinguish the source of the future man in
their very bowels and thus commit a parricide before they
bring forth. And these things assuredly come down from the
teaching of your [false] gods... To us [Christians] it is not
lawful either to see or hear of homicide. [226 AD, Minucius
Felix Octavius 30)
" here are some women among you who by drinking special
A potions extinguish the life of the future human in their
very bowels, thus committing murder before they even give
birth. [170 AD, Mark Felix, Christian Lawyer, Octavius ch. 30]
"I hou shalt not slay the child by procuring abortion; nor,
A again, shalt thou destroy it after it is born. [Anze-Nicene
Fathers: Vol. 1, The Epistle of Barnabas, The Way of Light]
T hou shalt not use magic. Thou shalt not use witchcraft;
A for He says, ‘You shall not suffer a witch to live’ [Ex 22:18].
Thou shall not slay thy child by causing abortion, nor kill
that which is begotten; for everything that is shaped, and has
recelved a soul from God, if it be slain, shall be avenged, as
% | being unjustly destroyed. [400 AD, The
Apostolic Constitutions, Apostolic Consti-
tutions 7.3
W’hat man of sound mind, there-
fore, will affirm, while such is
our character, that we are murderers?...
[W]hen we say that those women who
use drugs to bring on abortion commit
murder, and will have to give an account
to God for the abortion, on what prin-
ciple should we commit murder? For it
does not belong to the same person to
regard the very fetus in the womb as a created being, and
therefore an object of God’s care, and when it has passed into
life, to kill it; and not to expose an infant, because those who
expose them are chargeable with child-murder, and on the
other hand, when it has been reared to destroy it. [177 AD,
Athenagoras, A Plea for the Christians 35, Embassy ch. 5]
W’hat reason would we have to commit murder when we
say that women who induce abortions are murderers,
and will have to give account of it to God? For the same person
would not regard the fetus in the womb as a living thing and
therefore an object of God’s care, and at the same time slay
it, once it had come to life. 177 AD, Athenagoras, Plea, ch. 35)
he law of Moses, indeed, punishes with due penalties
the man who shall cause abortion [210 AD, Tertullian)
W’hen God forbids us to kill, he not only prohibits us
from open violence, which is not even allowed by the
public laws, but he warns us against the commission of those
things which are esteemed lawful among men.. Therefore, let
no one imagine that even this is allowed, to strangle newly-

born children, which is the greatest impiety; for God breathes
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into their souls for life, and not for death. But men, that
there may be no crime with which they may not pollute their
hands, deprive [unborn] souls as yet innocent and simple of
the light which they themselves have not given. Can anyone,
indeed, expect that they would abstain from the blood of
others who do not abstain even from their own? But these
are, without any controversy, wicked and unjust. [307 AD,
Lactantius, Divine Institutes 6:20]
W’herefore I beseech you, flee fornication... Why sow
where the ground makes it its care to destroy the fruic?
Where there are many efforts at abortion? Where there is
murder before the birth? For even the harlot you do not let
continue a mere harlot, but make her a murderess also. You
see how drunkenness leads to prostitution, prostitution to
adultery, adultery to murder; or rather to a something even
worse than murder. For I have no name to give it, since it does
not take off the thing born, but prevents its being born. Why
then do thou abuse the gift of God, and fight with His laws,
and follow after what is a curse as if a blessing, and make the
chamber of procreation a chamber for murder, and arm the
woman that was given for childbearing unto slaughter? For
with a view to drawing more money by being agreeable and an
object of longing to her lovers, even this she is not backward
to do, so heaping upon thy head a great pile of fire. For even
if the daring deed be hers, yet the causing of it is thine. [391
AD, John Chrysostom, Homilies on Romans 24)
Who does not reckon among the things of greatest inter-
est the contests of gladiators and wild beasts, especially
those which are given by you? But we, deeming that to see a
man put to death is much the same as killing him, have ab-
jured such spectacles. How, then, when we do not even look
on, lest we should contract guilt and pollution, can we put
people to death? And when we say that those women who use
drugs to bring on abortion commit murder, and will have to
give an account to God for the abortion, on what principle
should we commit murder? [Ante-Nicene Fathers: Volume 11,
The Epistle of Barnabas, Chapter V: The Christians Condemn
and Detest All Cruely)
omen who were reputed to be believers began to take
drugs to render themselves sterile, and to bind them-
selves tightly so as to expel what was being conceived, since
they would not, on account of relatives and excess wealth, want
to have a child by a slave or by any insignificant person. See,
then, into what great impiety that lawless one has proceeded,
by teaching adultery and murder at the same time! [228 AD,
Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies)

N
e-\- . i ny:
bortion, is skillfully marketed and sold to the woman at
the crisis time in her life. She buys the product, finds it
defective and wants to return it for a refund. But, it’s too late...

Author unknown

ORTHODOX HUMANITARIAN VISIT
TO KOSoOvo

DENVER COLORADO, 15 December 201 1.

Even as national borders in the Balkans become unstable,
the Decani Monastery Relief Fund remains committed
to sending its President and Executive Director to Kosovo in
February 2012 for a humanitarian relief visit.

Headquartered in Boise, Idaho, the Decani Monastery Relief
Fund, a non-profit organization, is committed to rebuilding
Kosovo by soliciting financial contributions to support its
work there. Once contributions are collected, the monks of
the Orthodox Christian Decani Monastery distribute do-
nated funds directly for the benefit of Serbian individuals and
families living in the war-ravaged communities of the region.
The fund supports six soup kitchens, one bakery, assists in
providing daily lunches to four schools as well as shoes and
clothing for youth. Additionally, the fund provides sixty-one
scholarships to the University of Northern Kosovo as well
as scholarship assistance for Serbian youth attending Boise
State University, and Hellenic College/Holy Cross Orthodox
Theological Seminary.

On December 121, in an attempt to enter the Former Yu-
goslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM), at the Medzitlija
border-crossing, on the border with Greece, the Archbishop of
Ohrid and Metropolitan of Skopje, Jovan, was arrested again
and taken to the Idrizovo prison, near Skopje. Additionally, on
December 13, 7he Voice of Russia reported that the European
Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo prevented a convoy
of Russian humanitarian supplies from entering northern
Kosovo via the Jarinje checkpoint on the Serbian border. The
convoy consisted of 25 trucks, carrying food, blankets, cutlery,
and portable electric generators ; its passage was interrupted,
without any explanation provided.

Archimandrite Nekatarios Serfes, President, and J. Basil
Dannebohm, Executive Director, of the Decani Monastery
Relief Fund are aware of the potentially dangerous situation
in the region and the instability of the Balkan borders but
remain optimistic they will cross the border and visit the re-
gion safely during the February 2012 trip. “I've been visiting
the region for more than ten years and have been faced with
danger several times,” Serfes said.

On behalf of the fund, Serfes and Dannebohm hope to raise
$25,000 before their trip which will provide humanitarian aid
to refugee centers, provide for the special needs of the elderly,
pay electric bills, provide firewood, finance necessary medical
and surgical procedures, help to purchase farm equipment
and livestock and assist in the rebuilding of the seminary,
monasteries and churches of the region.

Donations to the Decani Monastery Relief Fund can be
made by mail to: 2618 West Bannock Street, Boise, ID 83702

or online at www.decanifund.org/donate.
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DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE
Source: Orthodox America, issue #73; Vol. VIII, #3 (edited for length).

Fair is foul and foul is fair; hover through the fog and
filthy air.
[The three witches in opening scene of Macbeth]
TroT

t used to be that the subject of the occult was regarded by

most people in this modern age as “hocus pocus.” It con-
jured up images of gypsies gazing into crystal balls at summer
carnivals, of shamans beating out dances in distant pagan
lands, of fairy tale sorcerers and witches muttering incanta-
tions over steaming cauldrons. Today, however, one has only
to browse through the local bookstore to be awakened to the
chilling fact of occultism’s rising popularity.

Some books are descriptive: Witchcraft in the Middle Ages,
Ancient Egyptian Magic, A History of Secret Societies, The Ser-
pent and the Rainbow: The Secret World of Haitian Voodoo
and Zombies. There are also reference books such as Zolar’s
Encyclopedia of Ancient and Forbidden Knowledge and The
Book of Sacred Magic.

What is more shocking is the number of “how-to” books
which indicate that the interest goes beyond intellectual cu-
riosity, as in Invisibility—mastering the art of vanishing; 7he
Modern Witchs Spell Book—everything you need to know to
cast spells, work charms and love magic, and achieve what
you want in life through occult powers; Levitation—what it is,
how it works, how to do it. In the introduction to 7he Way of
a Shaman, author Michael Harmon offers the reader “an op-
portunity to acquire the experience of shamanist power and to
help yourself and others.” The first exercise is “a simple journey
of exploration down through the Tunnel into the Lower world.”

The Games People Play

Fantasy role-playing games (RPGs), especially popular
among adolescents, invite participants into this same occult
world, stimulating a thirst for power and fostering a morally
neutral orientation. A company which specializes in RPG (ap-
propriately called Chaosium, Inc.) offers a variety of scenarios
in games with titles such as “White Wolf—temples, demons
and ships of war,” “Stealer of Souls—a quest for vengeance,”
“Demon Magic,” “Superworld,
is an incarnation of the Eternal Champion, one who lives on
all planes of existence, in all ages and trees.”

Because these RPGs are masked as creative entertainment,
parents whose children are involved in them are rarely aware
of the harmful—even fatal—effects they can have. In fact, the
model for these games, “Dungeons and Dragons (D&Ds),”
has been linked to 62 murders and 26 suicides, as documented
by the National Coalition on Television Violence (May 12,
1987). Described by one parent of a D&D adherent as an
opiate “destroying the barrier between life and fantasy,” the
game comes with a Player’s Handbook which lists a demonic

» «

Hawkmoon—whose hero

cast of characters whom the players may either impersonate
or employ. According to the NCTV report, “Much of the
material comes from demonology including witchcraft, the
occult, and evil monsters.”

D&D manuals contain detailed descriptions of killing, in-
cluding satanic human sacrifice and curses of insanity includ-
ing suicidal and homicidal mania. Deaths linked with D&D
provide grim evidence of its kinship with satanism outside the
realm of fantasy. Among those cases recorded by the NCTV:

—James Egbert, 17, was “a gifted student at Michigan State
University where he played D&D. Before committing suicide
he wrote: ‘I will give Satan my mind and power.” ”

—Louis Solomon, 15, “tried to commit suicide when his
stepfather took away his D&D materials. He later developed
a fascination with devil worship., On March 12, 1986 he shot
himself.

—Sellers, 17, killed his mother, stepfather and a convenience
store clerk. He “was heavily into D&D and satanism which
followed. He wrote a note in blood stating, ‘I renounce God.
I renounce Christ. I will serve only satan.” ”

The secretive—or even illegal—nature of satanist activity
makes it very difficult to gather reliable data on the subject,
but there is every indication that we are witnessing a terrify-
ing resurgence of outright satanism. It is no longer hiding
behind ancient paganism, Far Eastern religions or psychic
experimentation, but demonic beliefs and practices that are
just that. Public awareness of this phenomenon was finally
roused when, two years ago, ABC News aired a documentary
on the subject before a stunned television audience. To quote
from the transcript:

Across the country and Canada, satanic graffiti is turn-
ing up on public buildings and abandoned buildings,
where police suspect secret meetings are being held by
people calling themselves satanists, people who worship
the devil. Most often found: the inverted five pointed
satanic pentagram, the upside-down cross, the evil eye,
references to Babylon and the devil’s number, 666. Van-
dals often target churches ...

“[Voice of commentator:] America is being affected.
Nationwide we found that minor cases of satanic activ-
ity light up the map. Not a single state is unaffected.
But even more frightening is the number of reported
murders and suicides with satanic clues ...

“We found that satanism falls into three categories.
One, self-styled satanists: a growing number of young
people who dabble in devil worship. Two, religious
satanists: people who publicly worship the devil, a right
that’s protected by law. And three, satanic cults: what
appear to be highly secretive groups committing crimi-
nal acts, including murder ...

“[Psychiatrist:] Children are involved in graveyards,
in crematories, in funeral parlors, because one of the
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primary focuses of these people is death. Everything is
attempted to be destroyed and killed in that child and
in society, everything of goodness.

“[Commentator:] Cannibalism. It’s difficult to believe,
but in every case we examined children described it ...

“[Grandmother:] The hearts were cutout, and the
children were made to chew pieces of these children’s
hearts, pieces of their flesh ... The children have spoken
about this in almost every instance. Also human feces,
or drinking the urine or drinking human blood ...”
(20/20 TV show /521, May 16, 1985)

Two elements in particular should be clear from the above
quotations: the perversion of innocence and the emphasis on
death—Dboth of which are unmistakable hallmarks of Lucife-
rian activity and should not be mistaken for anything else.

It's no wonder that more than one writer and researcher
has spoken out: “It is necessary to warn decisively anyone of
any participation in black magic, real and
faked. Don't touch these things, and avoid
like the plague all those who are engaged in
it. Even if it were all trickery—as it often
is—these are still dirty and savage things.
They are so even if they are childish. They
lead only to distortion and degradation of
the soul. And when real powers appear, the
results for the participants are indescrib-
ably terrible.” (Douglas Hunt, Researches
in the Sphere of the Occulr)

“Real” Powers of Darkness

What is behind this resurgence of sa-
tanism? How can one explain an ‘enlight-
ened’ society’s growing fascination with the
world of darkness? How can one explain
such spiritual recklessness? The impact of
the well known German legend Faust—in which a man sur-
renders his soul to the devil in exchange for youth, knowledge
and magical powers—once rested on the horrifying realization
of the hero’s self-inflicted damnation. Today, many people
are reenacting the same scenario in real life. Have they no
understanding of the eternal consequences? Dare they identify
with the shocking truth expressed by a 19 century satanist
in the following poem:

Thus heaven D've forfeited,
I know it full well.

My soul, once true to God,
is chosen for hell.

(The author? Karl Marx, as cited in Richard Wurmbrand’s,
Was Karl Marx a Satanist?, p. 2).

To answer these questions we must begin with a correct
understanding of satan’s realm and its “principalities and
powers,” the rulers of darkness, their nature and activity.

We know from Scripture that evil had no part in God’s

creation. All the inhabitants of the heavenly realm, the world
of angels, were created as pure, fleshless beings ordained by
God to be the most perfect reflections of His grandeur and
glory, with inseparable participation in His blessedness. They
were created individual, personal and rational.

Of their life before Adam and Eve we know one extremely
important thing: there was a great rebellion in their ranks.
One-third began to believe that they were somehow “self-
existent” and “self-created.” They were encouraged in this
delusion by one of the greatest of all the angels, a cherub
whose name has come down to us as Lucifer, also called Satan
or Belial. In a revelation to the Prophet Ezekiel, the Lord God
Himself addresses Lucifer and describes his former glory:
Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty...
Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone
was thy covering... Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth;
and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of
God... Thou wast perfect in thy ways from
the day that thou wast created, till iniquity
was found in thee... and thou hast sinned:
therefore [ will cast thee as profane out of the
mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O
covering cherub, from the midst of the stones
of fire. (Ezek 28:12-16)

And Isaiah: How art thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning... For
thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend
into heaven, [ will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: 1 will sit also upon the mount
of the congregation... I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be like the most
High. (Isa 14:12-14)

In the words of the poet, Milton, this
wicked cherub shouted out: Better to reign
in hell than serve in heaven!

Under the leadership of Archangel Michael the good angels
defeated the rebellious angels in a war. Satan “was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him... neither was
their place found anymore in heaven. (Rev 12:7-8). Where did
they go? According to the testimony of Scripture, they dwell
in high places (Eph. 6:12). This is also translated as under the
heaven. St. Ignatius Brianchaninov defines this more clearly
when he writes: 7he spirits who refused obedience to God...
creep over the earth and fill the space between earth and heaven;
whence they are called the spirits of the air, since the air is their
habitat. (Arena, ch. 43). Indeed, St. Paul refers to Satan as
the prince of the power of the air. (Eph 2:2).

The Holy Fathers describe the demons as immaterial and
sleepless beings which differ much among themselves (St. An-
thony the Great), i.c., there are ruling demons and demons that
are subordinate (St. Macarius the Great). All these demons are
united in one common purpose: ro destroy men'’s souls through
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word, act and thought. (St. Hilarion). What provoked such

undying hatred? In place of the fallen angels, Bishop Ignatius

explains, “God created new intelligent creatures—men. He put
them in Paradise, which was placed in the lowest heaven and
had originally been governed by the fallen cherub [Lucifer]

himself. But Paradise was now under the surveillance of the new
creature, man. It is quite understandable that the new creature
thereupon became the object of envy and hatred on the part of
the fallen angel and bis fallen companions. Led by their leader,

the rejected spirits made the attempt to subvert the newly created
human creatures and make them their partners in the fall... They
succeeded in their purpose...”

The Father of Lies

By persuading Adam and Eve that by disobeying God and
eating of the forbidden fruit they could be as God (Gen 3:5), the
Serpent (Satan) convinced them to share in his own prideful
sin: that they are self-existent; not creatures, but gods.

At this, a terrible change took place in man: his “sou/ became
like that of the fallen spirits, while his body became like that of
an unreasoning animal. The crime committed by the fallen angels
toward men ultimately decided the fate of the fallen angels. God’s
grace completely left them and they became confirmed in their
Jall. They, being spirits, were now destined to persist in thoughts
and feelings exclusively bodily and material ” (Bishop Ignatius,
quoted in Eternal Mysteries Beyond the Grave, by Archimen-
drite Panteleimon, ch. 6)

Because man fell unconsciously, unintentionally, being de-
ceived and seduced, God took pity on man and, in His un-
speakable goodness gave fallen man a Redeemer and redemp-
tion. However, redeemed man has also been given freedom either
to avail himself of the redemption granted him and return ro
Paradise. OR, to refuse redemption and remain in the company
of the fallen angels. The time assigned to man to express his mind
and choice is the whole of our life on earth.” (The Arena, ch, 43)

Evil Knowledge

The sin of the fallen angels, to which Adam and Eve had also
succumbed, pride (/ am self-existent, selfsufficient, a ‘God),
then became the fountainhead of all sin, all error, in the
race of man. It became the great “secret” of the Evil One,
the “forbidden knowledge” or gnosis, carefully preserved
in the Kingdom of Hell and given to any man wanting this
“wisdom.”

This became the great rival to God’s own revelation to man
and was, according to Scripture and the Holy Fathers, trans-
mitted in the following way: After the death of righteous Abel,
in order that the whole human race might not spring from a
wicked fratricide, Seth was born in the place of his brother.
For many generations his descendents avoided all contact
with the descendents of Cain so as not to be polluted by
the wickedness of an evil offspring. Eventually, however, the
sons of Seth, who were the sons of God (Gen 6:2) (or, in some
translations, the angels of God) became inflamed with desire

for the daughters of Cain’s descendents. Taking them as wives,
they were led astray from their innate holiness, being taught
by these women the wickedness of their fathers.

After the line of Seth “had been mingled with the evil genera-
tion [of Cain], it drew aside at the suggestion of devils to profane
and harmful uses... taught by the curious arts of wizards and
enchantments and magical superstitions, teaching its posterity
to forsake the holy worship of the Divinity and to honor and
worship either the elements of fire or the demons of the air.” (St.
John Cassian, Conferences) The demonic origin of magical
arts is also indicated by St. Macarius: Once Adam “had been
deceived, he surrendered his lordship [over the material creation]
to his deceiver. For this reason, sorcerers and magicians, through
the use of diabolic energy become—with God’s allowance—
miracle-workers’: they have power over poisonous snakes and
they challenge fire and water, as was exemplified by the followers
of Jannes and Jambres who opposed Moses, and by Simon who
resisted the chief Apostle Peter.

The Origin of Paganism and Heresy

All of the above is but a foundation for what follows, for it
was precisely this sinful concourse between men and demons
that gave birth to all of the old pagan religions: that of the
ancient Egyptians, Hinduism, Taoism, Zoroastrianism, the
“Mystery Schools” of Greece and Rome, and so forth (which
were but forerunners for today’s “secular humanism” on the
one hand, and outright demonism on the other). For this
reason the Holy Fathers testified with one voice: 7he gods of
the pagans are demons. (Pss 95:5)

Thus began what we rightly call today satanism, the wor-
ship of self, of ego, the denial of God’s almighty and sovereign
lordship, the “itching” after forbidden knowledge and god-like
power over both animate and inanimate creation. Hence, the
early gnostic heretics and those others who composed their
own “mysteries” and scriptures, were separated from the only
channel of all grace, wisdom and truth as established by the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself and clearly revealed by Him to be
in His Church. It is in this manner that the secret fraternal
organizations came into existence through the centuries: the
Knights Templars, Freemasons, Rosicrucians, [lluminati, The-
osophists, and numerous others. They are all predicated on an
anti-Christian secret knowledge not given to the uninitiated
masses, a “wisdom of the ages,” which, they claim, “the Church”
had suppressed out of fear, ignorance, or bigotry. In fact, these
fraternal sects have indeed preserved something ancient—but
it is not the wisdom of Almighty God; rather, it is the gnosis of
old, devised by the ancient enemy, the lord of evil and Prince
of Darkness himself, who knows well how to flatter the pride
of mortals with a whisper: “You shall be as God!” Truly, the
Church knows this adversary very well.

Outside the Orthodox tradition, however, this correct un-
derstanding of the spiritual world was lost or corrupted. Al-

ready in the Renaissance there had developed a very sentimen-
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tal and carnal idea of the angelic kingdom, embodied in the
fat baby cupids—pusti—carved all over European churches
and cathedrals. As Western civilization passed through the
Age of Enlightenment, its perception of spiritual reality grew
even darker: the devil and his minions were consigned to the
realm of allegory, while their benevolent counterparts invis-
ibly shepherded little children through dangerous forests in
the manner of a fairy tale. These rather vague and distorted
conceptions remain popular, while many people today do
not accept the objective reality of angels or demons at all.
The Pleasure of Demons

Here, then, is the grand delusion of the Father of Lies, for
what better way to overcome one’s victim than to convince
him that his adversary is but a figment of his imagination,
the superstition of a less enlightened era. Indeed, it is all part
of the Evil One’s artful staging of the Apostasy. Astral trav-
el, witchcraft, ouiji (Weegee) boards, tarot cards, voodoo
magic—most people become involved “just for kicks,” or to
provide their spiritually impoverished lives with a new dimen-
sion, or to acquire extraordinary powers (which the demons
readily supply). They lust after this “forbidden fruit,” this
“secret knowledge,” unaware of its poisonous effect. Believing
themselves to be masters of their own lives, they unwittingly
cooperate with the forces of darkness and fall into the invisible
snare of the devil, taken captive by him at his will. (11 Tim 2:6)

It is hard to understand how anyone can read the Scrip-
tures and fail to grasp the existent reality of the powers of
darkness. In the Gospels there is Christ’s temptation in the
wilderness, there are many examples of demon possession
and the casting out of demons, a power Christ conferred on
his disciples (Lk 9:1). The Epistles contain further teaching
on the nature of demons and how the unseen warfare is to
be waged against them. Resist the devil, writes St. James, and
he will flee from you. Put on the whole armor of God, exhorts
St. Paul, “...above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (Eph
6:11, 17). And St. Peter warns: Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour. (I Pet 5:8).

The Orthodox tradition has preserved this very real sense
of the aerial realm of spirits, their artful devices and their
influence among men. There is, for example, the life of St.
Cyprian (+258) the former sorcerer who was, as he himself
later related, a faithful slave of the prince of hell with whom he
conversed face to face. The Lives of the Desert Fathers contain
many descriptions of demons who appeared to the saints in
visible forms, whether as hideous wild beasts, as in the Life
of St. Anthony, or in the guise of angels, as in the Life of his
disciple St. Macarius the Great (+390). A vivid picture of the
spiritual warfare waged over men’s souls is presented in the
Life of St. Andrew, Fool-for-Christ (1oth century), who saw
this warfare in a vision.

According to Orthodox tradition, man is assisted in this
warfare by a holy guardian angel, given by God to each soul
at Baptism. So roo, writes Bishop Ignatius Brianchaninov, the
Prince of Darkness assigns to each person one of the evil spirits,
who follows that person everywhere and tries to draw him into
every form of sin. (Arena, ch. 43)

The Orthodox Christian, through daily prayers, can develop
a strong consciousness of the unseen warfare and of the very
present reality both of the demons and of the guardian angels:
Deliver me from...every attack of the devil ... Drive away my
Jfoes who defeat me...expose me not to the pleasure of demons ...
May Satan not seize me, O Word, and boast that he has torn
me from Thy hand and fold ... O Holy Angel, interceding for
my wretched soul...give no place for the subtle demon to master
me. (Orthodox Prayer Book)

Because the demons seldom appear visibly it takes great
effort to develop the spiritual sensitivity necessary to discern
their specific influence on one’s soul. Sometimes, however,
they reveal themselves quite dramatically, and there are nu-
merous accounts of exorcisms performed even today which
testify to this. Often the possessed will emit bloodcurdling
screams and manifest a supernatural physical strength, just
like the Gadarene described in the Gospel. It is very sober-
ing to witness, or even to read about such cases of possession
and deliverance, which so powerfully attest to the reality of
demonic activity. During these exorcism services, the demons
frequently express their anger at being forced to abandon
their victim. They are possessive of those whom they regard
as “theirs,” as illustrated by the following incident which oc-
curred in this country some fifteen years ago.

A young man arrived at seminary to begin his first year of
studies. He went to bed, tired after his long journey, but could
not fall asleep. A sulfuric odor in the room made him vomit.
He then became aware of a dark blob with multiple green eyes
at the foot of his bed. “Go away,” came a voice. “Leave this
place!” The young man began to pray but the blob persisted
until finally the young man fell asleep.

When he reported this demonic visitation to the dean the
next morning, he was asked if he had ever engaged in any
occult activity. In fact, both sides of his family had for several
generations been seriously involved in black magic. The young
man’s grandfather could “fly,” and he himself had been taught
to cast spells and to read the past and future from cards, al-
though he had abandoned the practice some years ago. The
dean explained that the demon had, in all likelihood, been
sent to lay claim to his soul, as part of “the family,” and to
prevent him from pursuing a life dedicated to Christ.

Guarding Against Evil

Today’s growing popularity of the occult and the evident
resurgence of satanism is a renewed confirmation of the need
for “unseen warfare” that we must constantly and vigilantly
wage on a day to day basis. Demons do not need to wait upon
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the invocation of a witch or a wizard in order to attack us
and try to find some slight foothold in our lives. We see the
results of their activity everywhere, every day.

It is wrong to assume that an Orthodox baptism is a suf-
ficient safeguard against demonic influence. (It is a fact, for
example, that several members of the rock group KISS —Kids
in Satan’s Service—belonged to Russian Orthodox families.)
It is important, therefore, to consciously and prayerfully make
use of those weapons provided by the Church since ancient
times: to receive regularly the Holy Mysteries, to be diligent
in prayer and fasting, to renew the priestly blessing of one’s
home each year on Theophany, to partake each morning of
some prosphora and Holy Water, to make the Sign of the
Cross whenever the occasion calls for it. And it is vitally
important to teach these pious habits to our children: to
encourage them to invoke the protection of their Guardian
Angel, to pray with them at bedtime and bless them—and
the corners of their room—with the sign of the Cross as they
go to sleep, and also when they leave the house for school.

Where Is It All Going?

The great event for which Satan and his angels have been
waiting throughout human history is drawing near: the com-
ing of Antichrist. To quote from the late Hieromonk Sera-
phim Rose’s important book, Orthodoxy and the Religion of the
Future: “In our age of apostasy preceding the manifestation
of Antichrist, the devil has been loosed for a time (Rev 20:7),
to gather in his hellish harvest of those souls who received not
the love of the truth. (11 Thes 2:10). How much, then, must
Orthodox Christians walk in the fear of God, trembling lest
they lose His grace, which by no means is given to everyone,
but only to those who hold the true Faith, lead a life of Chris-
tian struggle, and treasure the grace of God which leads them
heavenward .... Surely the last times are near, when there will
come spiritual deception so persuasive as to deceive, if it were
possible, even the very elect...”

Little children, it is the last hour! (1 John 2:18)
f WN. . z

Prayer is one of the foremost and strongest powers that
causes him who prays to be born again, and it grants him
bodily and spiritual well-being. Prayer is the eyes and wings of
the soul; it gives us the boldness and strength to behold God.
My brother, keep praying with your mouth until divine
grace enlightens you to pray also with your heart. Then a cel-
ebration and festival will take place within you in a wondrous
way, and you will no longer pray with your mouth, but with
the attention which works in the heart.
Elder Ephraim
From Counsels from the Holy Mountain

RELIGIOUS FANATICS IN TAJIKI-
STAN KILLED MAN DRESSED AS
SANTA CLAUS

Source: Interfax — Religion, Dushanbe, January 4, 2012.

young man dressed as Santa Claus has been killed in a

religious attack in Dushanbe, a high-placed source in
Tajikistan’s Interior Ministry told Interfax. The killing of
Parviz Davlatbekov, 24, has been officially recognized, but
religious motives have not been acknowledged.

“The young man wanted to congratulate his relatives
and dressed up as Santa Claus. He was attacked by a
crowd of about 30 young men when he approached his
apartment building, and they stabbed him, shouting out:
“Tu Kofiri!” (Infidel!) The man died in the hospital of
the sustained stab wounds,” the source said.

Later the Tajik police have detained three suspected
murderers—third-years students of Tajik National Uni-
versity Sharif Davlatov, Farrukh Samiyev and Firus Naz-
rulloyev. Tajik social networks link the murder with the
fact that several days before New Year head of the Council
of Ulamas of Tajikistan Saidmukarram Abdukodirzoda
told journalists that decorating the Christmas tree, danc-
ing and playing around was alien to Tajik culture and
contradicted the laws of Islam.

But New Year’s holidays are observed officially in Ta-
jikistan. New Year’s trees are decorated on squares and
New Year’s parties are held at schools and child-care cen-
ters with Santa Claus participating. President Emomali
Rahmon traditionally conveys New Year’s greetings to
the nation several hours before midnight.

Meanwhile, experts note that there is a growing religious
influence in Tajikistan. Disputes flare up in the press
each December, whether Tajiks should see the New Year
in as Christians do.

ever condemn anyone. Greet everyone with a good

disposition, whoever he may be, with the hope of find-

ing only good in him—seeing before you the image of God.”

St. Nikon (+1931)

In the presence of God, a repentant sinner is more beloved

than a conceited righteous person. Therefore, beware of

judging!

St. Anatoly (+1894)

o not judge others, for this alone will intercede for us
during any judgment before God.

St. Macarius (+1860)
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SPIRITUAL LIFE IS THE BASIC
PREREQUISITE FOR A GOOD
FUTURE

By Elder Paisios the Athonite, from the book “Family Life,” published
by the Sacred Hesychastirion of St. John the Evangelist, Souroti,
Greece (2002), translated by Fr. Luke Hartung.

( ;eronta, the girl who said to

you that she is considering
monasticism told me that a boy from
class asked why she won’t go out to
the movies or out on dates with boys.
What should she have answered?

- She should have said: “Not even
my brother has ever asked me such
questions, and now you are?”

- A few days later the boy found her
outside of school—she hadn’t seen
him—and he went to take her arm.
She only said “hello” and immediately went inside.

- No, that’s not good! In such a position she should have
reacted, because as things went, she may have given him
the impression that she is fine with this show of affection
and now he'll do it again. The age she’s at now is a little
difficult and it’s not good for her to keep company with
boys. It is not even necessary for her to speak with them,
unless perhaps they need help. If she decides to get married,
when she meets a nice guy, she should tell her parents about
it. They will evaluate whether the right prerequisites for
starting a good family are there. For now, as she still hasn’t
decided which life she will follow, speaking with boys won't
help; she’ll just get dizzy for nothing and lose her peace.
Those kids who do such things are extremely miserable souls,
flighty and constantly troubled; they have no peace. Their
face and eyes are wild.

The attraction of the female gender to the male—and vice
versa—exists in the nature of man. But, you should tell her
that it’s not the time for that now; she instead needs to at-
tend to her studies. Kids who nurture this attraction from a
young age, spin like tops before the right time. Later, when
the appropriate hour does come, the top is already spinning
and they aren’t able to be happy because they've already
lived that happiness. On the other hand, those kids who are
careful, rejoice all the more when the proper time comes,
and until that time they have great serenity. You know those
mothers who have lived purely, how peaceful they are, even
though they’ve got heaps of worries?

I always stress that a young person before marriage should
strive to live as spiritually as possible and to keep their purity
intact. This ensures double health. Spiritual life is the basic
prerequisite for whichever life one may follow. The world

has become a field of wheat which, once the ears of grain
sprouted forth, has entirely been trampled by pigs. Now all
we see are weeds, mud and wheat thrown upside-down and,
every once in awhile, off to the side, a lone, upright stalk.

The more spiritual work one puts into his or her adoles-
cence the easier it will be later on, whichever life is chosen.
The better one loads and prepares before the battle, the easier
it will be in the midst of the war, when bullets are flying
and bombs are landing all around. Until the time comes to
decide, for example, if a girl will become a nun or a good
mother, a pure life is essential. That’s why, she must strive
as much as she is able, to progress in her studies. When she
guards her eyes and ears and rejects bad thoughts, she won't
have far to go later.

When he meets a good girl, a young man should strive
to have good thoughts; to see her as the living image of a
saint. However, if he meets a girl who is a bit off track, to
see her as a sister and be sorry for her, just as he'd be sorry
to see his own sister fall, for we are all children of Adam.

- But today, Geronta, in the colleges, etc. there are many
temptations for a young person.

- You must get connected with other spiritual people, so
as to be helped and move about in a spiritual atmosphere.
Let’s not make things more difficult than they already are.
know a lot of kids who are in college and live in purity, by
their own small effort and the great help of God.

We humans both grieve and rejoice. But grief should
not overpower us, because great sorrow brings de-
spair; which is the greatest sin—it’s a lack of trust in the
power of God. You have many thoughts, and they tire your
mind. Say the Creed, and the Supplicatory Canon to our
Panagia. Learn [this Canon] by heart ... so that your mind
adheres to it and our Panagia will help you. Our Panagia,
and our Lord’s Cross, guard man from the many snares of
the devil.

Without fail, kneel half an hour a day and pray to God.
When you have great affliction, pray without ceasing—do
not stop until you're aware of some relief in your soul. God
beholds our persistence and faith, and sends His help. If
you do not receive it, do not depart from prayer. He is
compassionate, and will give it; but He also wants us to
seek it from Him.

Elder Ieronymos of Aegina (+1966)
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THE PAPIST HERESY & ITS DEEDS

By Vladimir Moss, from “The Mystery of the Church: The Orthodox
Church from Adam to the Second Coming of Christ.”

Papism amounted to a completely new view of the relation-
ship between truth and authority in the Church. Instead
of the Eastern view that authority is based on truth, which
is the expression of apostolic tradition, the popes began to
teach that truth is guaranteed by the authority of the pope
alone. And this new teaching had a political dimension: the
authority of the pope extended to the State as well as to the
Church.

As pope Gregory VII, the real founder of the heretical papacy,
put it in 1076: “The pope can be judged by no one; the Roman

Church has never erred and never will err till the end of time;

the Roman Church was founded by Christ alone;
the pope alone can depose and restore bishops; he
alone can make new laws, set up new bishoprics,
and divide old ones; he alone can translate bishops;
he alone can call general councils and authorize |
canon law; he alone can revise his judgements;
he alone can use the imperial insignia; he can [
depose emperors; he can absolve subjects from f&g
their allegiance; all princes should kiss his feet;
his legates, even though in inferior orders, have
precedence over all bishops; an appeal to the papal
court inhibits judgement by all inferior courts; a
duly ordained pope is undoubtedly made a saint
by the merits of St. Peter.”

It was the Crusades of the eleventh to thir-
teenth centuries that opened the eyes of the
faithful to the true nature of the monster that had been
born in their midst. And it then became imperative to cast
out this teacher of what was in effect a blatant form of
idolatrous man-worship, lest the warning of the Lord to
the Thyateira Church be realized: 7 have a few things against
thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to com-
mit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I
gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented
not. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of
their deeds. And I will kill her children with death; and all
the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins
and hearts. (Rev 2:20-23).

Already before the First Crusade, the previously unheard-of
spectacle of wars between nations calling themselves Christian
had become common. Thus, for much of the period 886-1018,
the Greeks were fighting the Bulgarians; in 1043 the Russians
attacked Constantinople; and between 1066 and 1081, the
Normans conquered England and southern Italy and invaded
Greece. Fortunately, in the East a shared religion and a com-

mon respect for the ideal of the Christian Empire ensured
that the scars did not go deep. Thus, when the Bulgarians
or Serbs waged war against the Empire, they did not seek
to destroy it, but rather to replace the Greek Emperor with
a Bulgarian or Serbian one. For Tsarigrad—*the city of the
King"—remained unchallenged as the spiritual and political
centre of Eastern Christendom.

In the West, however, the Norman Conquest of England,
motivated as it was by religious as well as political consider-
ations, and blessed by the pope, left deep scars which changed
the religious, political, social and even linguistic character of
England, and underlay the hostility between England and
France for centuries to come.

And when the West as a whole marched to the Christian East

during the Crusades, idealistic plans to free the Holy Places

| from the Mohammedan yoke soon degenerated,
o on the part of the knights—into lust for land
| and spoils, and on the part of the pope—into
|| dreams of subduing “schismatic Romania” to
-~ B himself. Thus, the only Orthodox nation really
J to benefit from the Crusades was Georgia, whose
people under the leadership of King David the
Restorer profited from the preoccupation of the
Saracens with the Crusaders to liberate their land
from the Mohammedan yoke.

But the ancient autocephalous Churches of Je-
rusalem, Antioch and Cyprus merely exchanged
one heavy yoke for another, much more of a
rapacious and religiously intolerant one. This
process reached its bloody climax in 1204, when

= the Crusaders ravaged Constantinople, defiling
the sanctuary of Hagia Sophia and installing a Latin king
and patriarch.

The honour of being the first Westerner decisively to con-
demn the Jezabel of the Roman papacy belongs to Bishop
Ethelwine of the North English see of Durham, who solemnly
anathematized the pope in 1070, after witnessing the ter-
rible fruits of Papism in his own land. Shortly after, a flood
of English refugees began arriving in Constantinople and
Kiev (the daughter of the last English Orthodox king Harold
married Grand-Prince Vladimir Monomakh), and English
soldiers played a notable part in the Byzantine Emperor’s
wars against the West.

Sadly, however, England and the rest of the West gradually
succumbed to the papist machine, and only occasionally
did the Orthodox consciousness of the first thousand years
of Western Christianity flicker into life, as when the English
Proto-Protestant John Wiclif declared in 1383: “The pride of
the pope is the cause why the Greeks are divided from the
so-called faithful... It is we Westerners, too fanatical by far,
who have been divided from the faithful Greeks and the faith
of the Lord Jesus Christ...”
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A reminder of what true Catholicism is was provided by the
foundation, not long before the Western schism, of the mul-
tinational monastic community of Mount Athos, whose first
coenobitic community had been founded by St. Athanasius of
the Holy Mountain in the tenth century. “Following the lead
of St. Athanasius,” writes Vasiliev, “many new monasteries,
Greek and others were founded. In the time of Basil II, there
was already one Iberian or Georgian monastery; emigrants
from Italy founded two, a Roman and an Amalfitan. Bishop
Porphyrius Uspensky, a profound Russian student of the
Christian East, asserted that when the aged Athanasius died
(about 1000 A.D.) there were three thousand ‘various monks’
on Mount Athos. As early as the eleventh century there was
a Russian Lavra on this mountain...”

After the schism, however, the Latin monasteries ceased to
exist; and early in the thirteenth century, when the uniate
John Beccus was patriarch in Constantinople, Catalan soldiers
ravaged the Holy Mountain, putting to death many monks
who refused to accept the pope. From that time until now,
the Holy Mountain—which today has Bulgarian, Serbian
and Romanian, as well as Greek, Georgian and Russian com-
munities—has been at the heart of the Orthodox Church’s
struggle against the false unia with Rome.

“On October 7, 1207,” writes Boyeikov, “pope Innocent ad-
dressed ‘all the Russian bishops, clergy and the whole Russian
people’, demanding that they renounce Orthodoxy, since ‘the
land of the Greeks and their Church has almost completely
returned to the recognition of the Apostolic see.” The Rus-
sian Church rejected the pretensions of the papacy, and the
centre of Russian-Byzantine relations moved to Nicaea. The
metropolitan of Kiev, who was himself a Nicaean Greek,
in inspired manner led the struggle of the Russian Church
in the name of the defense of Ecumenical Orthodoxy. The
metropolitans of Kiev and all Russia cared for the unity and
reconciliation of the warring princely groupings (of Kiev,
Suzdal, Chernigov and Volhynia).

“Historians have paid a lot of attention to the Latin expan-
sion in the Baltic. But they often forget that the other flank
of the struggle in this period remained Southern Russia, while
the field of battle was the Balkans. In 1205, the Bulgarians de-
stroyed the crusading army of Baldwin II at Adrianople. The
Second Bulgarian kingdom, which came into being in 1187,
was historically drawn towards Orthodox Russia’. Tsar Ivan
Asen II (1218-1241) was allied to Kiev and Nicaea, for which
pope Gregory IX expelled him from the Catholic Church
in 1236. This was on the eve of the Mongol-Tatar invasion.

“Then came 1238: Ryazan was burned to the ground, Vladi-
mir was defeated, and the holy right-believeing Princes Yury
Vsevolodovich and his sons, and Vasilko of Rostov fell in
battle. It was in these circumstances that on August 9, 1238,
the pope blessed the Hungarian king to undertake a crusade
against Bulgaria.

“The Russian Church and the whole of the Russian land was
overwhelmed by the flame of the Mongol-Tatar invasion. The
prophecies of St. Avraam of Smolensk became clear. Many
churches, monasteries, books and church utensils were cap-
tured and destroyed; in the taking of the Russian cities, many
bishops, priests and monks were killed; the administration of
the Church fell into disarray: Metropolitan losif disappeared
without a trace, while Bishops Mitrophan of Vladimir and
Simeon of Peryaslavl were killed. Kiev, the adornment and
‘mother of Russian cities’ was turned into ruins (1240) and
lost its significance as a political and ecclesiastical centre.
Russian state life became concentrated on the North-Eastern
counties.”

The thirteenth century represents a deep nadir in the history
of the Orthodox Church. Beginning with the (temporary)
fall of Constantinople to the Latins, and continuing with the
(again temporary) apostasy of King John Asen of Bulgaria,
the devastation of most of Russia and the second city of
Christendom, Kiev, by the Mongols in 1240, and the signing
of the unia with Rome by the Emperor Michael Paleologus at
the council of Lyons in 1274, it shows Orthodoxy struggling
to survive against enemies from East and West who were at
the height of their power. Even the better rulers of the time,
such as the Nicaean Emperor John Vatatzes, were forced into
making alliances with heretics and infidels which would have
horrified earlier generations.

Only the twentieth century can compare with the thir-
teenth in the depth and extent of its spiritual and physical
destruction.

However, there were bright spots in the prevailing gloom.
One was the gradual rise of Serbia under the inspired leader-
ship of the holy King Stephen Nemanja and his son St. Sava.
Another was the struggle of Novgorod, the last independent
province of Russia, under St. Alexander Nevsky. This great
prince decided, in spite of much opposition from his people,
to pay tribute to the Mongols in order to concentrate all
his forces in a successful war against what he considered to
be his—from the spiritual point of view—more dangerous
enemies, the papist Swedes and Teutonic Knights. It would
have been good if other Orthodox—especially Greek—rulers
of the time had imitated the priority St. Alexander placed on
religious and spiritual over political freedom, and had taken
heed to his saying: Not in might, but in truth, is God.

Let us strive to enter by thcdnarrow gate. Just as the trees,
if they have not stood before the winter’s storms, cannot
bear good fruit, so it is with us. This present age is a storm,
and it is only through many trials and temptations that we
can obtain an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven.

St. Theodora
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'O HyouUpevog E@paip Eival Mévo ) ApxH.
AKOAOUOET 6 Alwypog!

Tod Nixov Xetdaddkn, Anpocioypdpov.

HoAa a@v Evag evdafils Goyoleito ue Ty xatdotaoci)
oTOV ®douO OEV moEmeL v rav xalid, nrav yia
xAieiowno orov Iveyo. Enquega avribera dv évag
eVAafilg OEv EVOLaEQeTaL xal OV mOVEL Yo TV
xatrdoraon wov émxQatel gTOV x00UO, EIVAL YLU
sxAeiouo arov Ivgyo.
[[Tothoe Hatowog 6 Ayropeitng]
T 1T

Tb 00raELOTI®O Baua €vag Nyoduevog amo TV
ueyoAvtepn wovi tot Ayltov “Opovg var oépvetal
OTILC QUAALKES OOV KOLVOS XOATADIXOC, TEOROADVTOC TIC
AVALoYES AAYELVES EVTUTTMOELS OF TOTXRS, AALL ROl OF
Sedvic gmimedo, dtv elval mapdl 1) Gyl wiac oeldc
¢mibéoemv xata o0 Ayiov “Opovg, thc ‘EAANvIric
"Exxinoiog nai thg ‘Opbodotiag othv
xooa noc. “Towg dgv Bu dpyfoel O
RALQOG OV AxOua %ot 1 ouoAoyio
nioteme B0 Beweltal voyQoVIOTIRY
naot aEdmowvn mEAEn €tol, ol 1
avaptnomn dnudoLo TOV ... eirdvVov
to0 Xpotod xol tig IMavayiog,
0o Bewpeltar mapafiaon TOV
«ONUOREATIHADV» KAl «AVOQWTTIVIIV»
dmalopdtmv  TOV  «EAhevBepa
OreENTOUEVOY» EAMVOV TOALT®V.
Eivat gpoavepd e 1 EAMvind xpdtog
%O TO OLEPOAQUEVO TOALTIXO CUOTNUAL
7OV TO ®UPBEQVAEL, OROTEVEL VO PANEL

«€ow» 010 Aywo “Opoc.

‘H modtn =ivnon Ou eivar 1
ATOOTOAY EAEYRTIROT OWUaTOC Yl Vo EAEYEEL TTOD
nfiyav to xovOvhia mol OiéBeoe M Edpwmainy
“Evmon otig dudgopes noveg tot Abw yuo €oya
avoxraiviong moA®dv €towwdpeommwy xTtwyv. ‘H
apoopy) B elval 6 Eheyyog, AAAL O ATHTEQOC OROTOC
Ot etva va «Balovy yéow ot €00da TMV HOVAOYV, VL
ENEYEOUY GAEC TIC TNYES YONUATOOSTNONE TOV EIXOOL
novaoTnEL®v 100 Ayiov “Opovg, Tic dwEEeEc ®al OTOLES
aMeg Emyopnynoelg, eite amo v ‘EALGOa elte dmo
10 8EmTeQS. ‘O 0%OTAC TOVS O EIVALL 1) OIXOVOULAY)
EESVTWON TOV HOVAOTNOLDV.

Aevtepo B O gival f) xatdoynon ®GOE yaoorTHOO
avTodLotvnong rol avtovouiag tod Ayiov “Opovg,
Ommwe a0 T ®aB1EQWON®E E0M 1l XIMOL TEQITTOV YOOVLAL
%ol Eywve oefaoth ®ol 6o SAoVE TOVS COVATA VYOS THS
‘Obwpaviric avtorpaToQ 0.

Sav oo TN %ivnom TEOC T THY roTevOuVon HToy
%Ol M GwooToMY eloayyehéa 0tO0 Batomédt, ywolg vou

€0 TNOET nOV 1) lept EmLoTacia, xaTd TaQdpaon OAwY
TMV UEYOL TWOA LOYVOVIMV.

"H érdpevn »ivnon 00 eivo ) &voxiovEn tod Aylov
“Opovg ouv mayrdouto TovoLoTiro AELoBEato ®al 1
HOOLEQWON «ELOLXMV EMLOTNUOVIXADY — TOVQLOTIRDYV
ATOOTOAMV», OTNV QYN UE TV CVUPOALKT) CUUUETOYY
1O TOD YUVALXEIOV @UAOV, OF «ElOHEC» €QYAOIES,
oL &fBev B avvypdvouv xol 8o mpofdAilovyv
TNV TOALTLOTLXY] XANQOVOULH TOU AXQOYWVLH({OU
avto® otvAov tiic EAAnvixfic ‘OpBodoiac. Mt
TOV AmAMUOTI®RO a¥TO TEdmo OO xatoQynOel
otodLart TO dfato %ol TAEOV YUVATHES ROUTLXOL
aElmpatotyot, AAAD nol ExAenTol O1E0VMC EMLORETTES
0T yvvaxreiov pvlov, B0 ooy vo €Yo vIaL 0TO
Ayro “Opo¢ ng «eidnl) AT0OTOAN», ROTAQQITTOVTOC
UE @avepod mAEov TOmo ®dOe leph) mopaxaTaOnun
to0 Ayiov “Opovc.

Kdatomy ol woveg B avaxnouytoty ouv olxiuota
OV AVAROVY OTHV dLEO VT ToMTIOTIRY
xAnoovould xolt 0gv &mwoxrhelete vo
gmifAnOoDv vouor yuor Thv Eevodoyelaniy
aSlomoinon TV lep®dV UOVAOV TEOC
6pelog UmotiBetar thg EAANvIrfg
oirovouiog, utag oixovouiog mov v
€yer 10N Aenlatnoel 1| mwEodoTixy
mohltinl) ®Aixa mobv %vPE€pvnoe Tig
B tehevtaisc denaetiec Thv ydoo. Kol
010 téhog B0 EmPANOET M dmwoyn OTL
10 Ayio “Opog «&yel woOM yofuo»
RO TTOAAES TTQOOTTTIRES OIXOVOULRTC
aglomoinong ywr 10 «ROAG NG
.TEOL‘EQEE)(XQ».

Al 8tV elval pévo 1o Ayo “Opoc
oY vl 6 0TéY0c AoV aDTOD TOV
a0eov €xoVYYEOVIOTIXOD %Ol AVILYOLOTLAVIXOD
1OTEOTHUEVOD TTOV £yl OONYNOEL THV YW 0TIV TAEN
£0vIxi) nal Stedviy amaElwon. ‘H éxmaidevon eival 1o
070 0T0Y0TEO. "ETOoL TV due, 0 Miya xodvia uovo yuir
10100 1®0VS AGYOUC B VIdQYEL A VOLPOQT OTO OYOMX L
BipAio yror T ‘OpbodoEla.

To mawdd pag ot Alya xoovio 0o &yvootv dxrdua
%ol 10 «Ildtep Hudv» yiati, 6mwg Ba ioyveiCovrtat ol
tayol e amaEimwong thg Opnoxreiog wag, 1 dnuooo
amoayyehio tov B0 TEooPdiel Thv «ElevBegiax» ral To
avBpommLva dnatduato TMV uy oot vayv. Ot eixdveg
00 xatéPoVY Ao TO dtraoTHOL YTl B8 TROOPBAA OVY
%nG0e EvOiro mov &gV mioTeveL xal OEV OO BEAeL VO EyeL
TAVD GO TO REPAAL TOV OTHV dLdErELD (iog OirNng TOV
X010, 1| TV [Havayio ue tov Xouoto.

Ol xoumdveg B Bewenbolv ocav Evoyintind
xatdlowta UL édmiofodoouriic €moyiic »al o
xotayn0ovv. "HoN yvwotog unteomoAitng untodmoing
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Tic nevrowniic ‘EAAGSOC, mob elye #oll ExTOUTY) OTIV
1OOATIRY) TNAEDQOOY), EXOVE OVOTAOELS OTOVC LEQETS TS
UNTEOTOANS TOV VO UV EVOYAOTDV UE TIC XOUTAVES TG
€voplag Tovg, TOVG.. PLMoUY0VS ToAiteg ToV BELOVY
va. Eenovpdlovtal tic Kvoaxée..

TO tept pdo0 OO TEETEL VoL UV Engpavitovtag Onudoia,
Ommg yivete ®ol OTIG AAESC ROOULRES RO «OUYYQOVES»
XOOEC, AAAO UOVO LEo 0TIV EXRANOTOL ROL UOVO ROTOL
v dudprela e Aettovpyiog. Ol iepeic dev Oa. mpémel
Vo, EexweiCovv EEmTeQra Gtd ToVg dAAOVS ToMliTeg
TEOXAADVTOS TO dnudoto aioOnua, Onhady T yévia
TOVC OU TOENEL VL ELVALL TOOOEYUEVA, WOALC OV Ot
QaivovTaL Yo v givo ®al... THe nédac.

Duowra ol Evoplec Bt EEovTmBoDV oixovouLxo ®aBhg
nG0e oirovouwnl émyopnynon 0o éréyyete nai Ou
POQOAOYETTOL YLO VO TNYAIVEL TO UEYOUAMITEQO UEQOC
oty rpotnl) ®hixa. ‘H épapuoyn 1ot Kailixpdtn
otV éxnAnoio 00 xaTaQyNOEL TOAAES UNTQOTOAELS
oV €Yovv 10T0Ql0 TOAGDV ald VOV %l TIg OTOTES
ovUte 1 'Obwuaviry adtoxrpatopic dev TOAUNOE VO
Tic melpd.Eet.

Ovte AOyog @uowra Yoo dvauetadoon thg Osiog
Aertovpylog tic Kupranreg &mo to ®oatiroe MME, v
0o drayopevetal »dBe magovoia ieQ€mv oTic ONUAOLES
TeleTES nAl puOowra OEV B0 VAQYOVV ALYLOLOUOL ROl
IMuooLa tegd uynuoovva. AMmOTE & TOALTLXOC YANOC
0a EyeL noll oVVEYELDL e TNV TOALTIRY ®NOeloL.

N& uhv wiMjoovue TEAOC YLO TIC XAQTES ROl TNV
OAOUANOWTIXY] QUXREAWON THEC TEOCWITIROTNTAS WO
ue oxromo TV xatdeynon tod avteEovolov uog,
OnAadn tol mo tepot dwpov tol IMavrodivauou
RO¢ TOV dvBpmmo. “Oha DTl oV ToMmS YLO TOAAOVC
pavtdlovv amiBava, SuoTvyde eival népog Tod oyedion
nataeodxrwong ®dbe d&lag the ‘OpbodoEiag othv
mateida pog 6ov 1 'OpbodoEia vVNEEe YLt aidvec O
(Goog Tis UrapEng .

dovoueva oty adto Tod nabnyovuevov Egpoain
glval wévo 7 &oyn. To Thmmua eivan dv gueic ol ot
0o agprnoovue ampoxdAvmto CAa aVTU VO TEQAOOVY
€101 TAVW ATTO TIC REPALES UOC.

o°shdz S hde°s

c’O TV 1) YUyh) €IvoL Taeayuévn, 0oAdVeL TO LoyLrd
nall 8t BAEmeL naBapd. Mévo, Stav f Yuyi eival
noeun, emTiCel TO Aoyrd, yiow vo fAEmel nabad TV
aitio ®a0e Todyuatoc.
CO O%OTSC o SEV elval VO #0TodIHELOVIE TO HOAG,
allo v To dtopBdvouvue. Mg v ratadinny O
AvOowmTog WITOEET VO XOOET, UWE THV RATAVONOT ROl
Bonbeta B0 cwOET.
I'épwv Ilopgvorog Kavoorarvpitng (+1991)

Oi Auvapeig 100 kéroug

I'épovrog Taiciov oD Aylopeirov.

Ot Aarwpoviopuévor Avtidgovv o€
‘Ondnqmore Tepo
I‘é@ovra, TOHC WITOQET RAVELS VO XATOAGPN GV
#GTOLOC EIVOLL SAUUOVIOUEVOC RO BYL YU YoTaONC;

- A¥T0 7ol €vag ArAog yioteog, eVAAPNC, WITOQET VO
10 rataldpn. “Oool mdaoyovv amxo daudvio, Gtav
TANoLAo0oVY 08 ®ATL ieQ0d, Tivaloviat “Etol gaivetal
Eendbapa 6t €xovv daudvio.

Alyo ayloono av 1ovg dwong 9 ue dywo Aelypavo av
TOVC 0TAVEWONG, AVTLOQOVYV, ETELDY OTEUUMYVOVTOL
néoa Tovg T daudvia, Eva, av &xovv YPuyomdoeLa,
0V AvtidpoDv ®aBSAov. Axrdun rol €wdvw cov av
€yMe Evav 0TOVEO ROl TOVS TANCTaoNg, dvnovyovyV,
Tapdlovral.

Kdmote ot pux yovmvio 0td Ayrov “Opoc nod eimoy
ol Tatéec OTL EX0UV TOV AOYLOWO TS RATOLOG ALTROC
oV ftav éxel eixe dopudvio. Kadnoa oto dumhavod
0TaoidL %ol dxoUVUmTNoa ETAVM TOU TOV OTAVEO WOV
7oV €yl Tiuwwo ZUAho. TivayOnre Endvm: onrwOnxe ®ol
nfye othv GAAn peptd. “Otav Epuye AMyo & xdouog,
iy ug tedmo Otmha tov. ITalt to o, Katdhapa
8t modynott giye dapdvio.

“Otav nod gépvovy 010 Kalipt mawddria xat nwod
Aéve BTL Exovv SaévIo, Yo VO SLmLoTdom AV €ival
QOO VIOUEVT, LEQLKES (POQEC LDV EVa, TEUAYLO AYlOU
Aenpavov 10t Ayiov Apoeviov xal 10 2EUPw oTHV
yovgpta wov. Kot vor dfjte, évid €xm ®AELoTO HOL TO
S0 yéplo wov, To TaLdAXL, Av Exn daudvio, ®ottdlel
QOPLOUEVO TO YXEQL UE TO GTTOLO REATM TO GyLo AelPavo.
Av Sumg 0gv Eyn dauovio, EAL L.y, ®ATOLL ALEODOTLOL
gyreahirn, dev dvtidpd xabdlov. AAAoTe TAAL TOVC
dlvey veQO 0TO OmOTo TEONYOVUEVIS Exm PovTNHEel
Teuwdyo dywov Agwnpdvov, GALG, v Exovy daudvio,
eV 1O Tivouv drouaxQUvovToL.

& Eva daovioUEVo matddxrtL Edwaoa it ot VoL pdan
TEMTA YAURA, YO VO OLPAon TOAY, ®al ueTo TOD EpeQa
&mTd avTd TO VEES. «ZTOV Tlavvdxnm, eima, o dwow
7O ®OAO VEQO». MOMS fimtie Aiyo, doyloe var povAaln:
«ADTO TO VveEO e xatel. T Eyxel uéoa;». «Timote», TOD
Mo. «Tu ug ndavelg; Mg xatew, podvole.«Agv raiel
goévar ndmorov dAhov raiew, 10U Aéw. TOV otavpmva
010 ®EQAML, ®al Tivalovrav To xéoLa, T TG Tov...
“EnaBe dapwovinty xpion.

To dawovio 1o €xave €va ®ovpdotl. Ouudote %L
gxelvov TOV oty ol eiye E00eL €80 mohid; « Exm
uéoa uov daudvio, nod EAeye, ®ol UE TVEAVVAEL
oAU, Ilepvdmw poptiglo &mo Ttov dainova, yLoti
ue dvayrnaler va Aw xat aioyod. “Exm ¢bdoel ot
amehmiota. AioBdvouar voo ug mi€ln uéoo uov, vo



Vol. 10, Issue 01-02

Page 15

Orthodox Heritage

ug o@iyyn mote €8@®, mOTE ENET», RAL O RANUEVOC
£€deLyve TV ®OoLALA TOV, TO OTHB0C, T TAEVOd, TO
yéora. "Emerdy) frov molb evaiodntoc, yuor vor uhv
TOV TANYDHOm XAl VIO VO TOV TN YOONOW, TOV €lmaL:
«Kottage, 0ev €yeic u€oa 0ov dapndvio® nior EEmteQLnd
dapoviny) énidoaon eival Erdvw cov».

“Otav miyaue othv xxdnoio, eima 0TI AdeApEC o
ATV E1ET VO #AVOLV EDYY YL TO SUOTLYLOUEVO TAGOUOL
0D Oe0D, %L £Yd mtioa &mo TO Tepo Eva teudylo dylov
Aewpavov tot Aylov Apoeviov, TOV TANOl0oC Rl
Tov Eavapdtnoa: «X& oo onuelo o mELEL Ul OF
Baoavitel 6 dainovac; ITod vouitelc GtL foloretar».

Mo® €delEe tTe T TAEVEA TOV. «IToD, EdM;», TOV
oD TNOO %ol AROVUTNOC ETAVD TV YOUPTO OV UE
T0 Gylo Aeipavo. Bydlel auéomg Eva ovphiaytd! «M’
Enopeg, W Enopec! AEV @EUY®...0...00%! AV @evym!».
divale, EPoile, Eleye aioyod. Tote doyloa nEoa wov
va Aéw: «Kvple ITnoot Xpuoté, Kiple ‘Inocotd Xoloté,
SlwEe 10 AxrdBopTO Ve &td 10 TAdoUa Zov %ol
VO, TOV OTAVQM VM UE TO LEQ0 AEMPavo».

AUTO yivoTav ént €irool Aemtd. “Yotepa 6 daiuovog
Tov omdpate, Tov €pplEe vatw. "Exave tovumes. To
®ovoToDUL TOV EYLve HEG™ 0TI ondves. TOV onrwooue
6p010. “Etpene 6A6®AN00g ®al Exave EVIOVES OTOO-
umdreg xivioels. ITIidodnre &mo to TEUTAO, YLOL VO
oTNEWYTEL. Ao 10 X€ola ToV £T1peXE ®EVOC 10D TOC,
8w eivar 1) dpooit ot KopTdoL. OF Aliyo Epuye O
dauovac nal Hoéunoe. “Eywve xaldl #ol TdHO VoL
UL xoQd.

M#p Aivetre Enpooia ota Adyo
700 AGLPLOVIOUEVOV
l"s’@ovw, Tl TEEmeL VO TEOOEY ®avelS, dTay ovinTtd
ue Evav dauoviouEvo;

- N Aén v €0y ®ol vor ToD pEQeTal ue oAUV,

- Tépovta, Oupotvtat ol dapnoviouévol tt Aéve Tavm
OTI|V ®QLON TOVG;

- Alho T Bupotvral xat dAla Ogv T BupnovTal.
Agv E€povue e €pyaletal 6 Oedc. MepIreg opES
gmitp€mel vo. T OupovvTal, Y vou ToeElvmOovV ol
VO LETALVOTOOVV.

Kol 8tav Intén »ndt 6 dapoviouévoc, dtv eival
eU%ONO VO HOTOAGPN HOVEC TATE ADTO ELVOL GTTO
1OV SLdPoro nol STE TO EYEL Avayxrn O doc. Eiya
OVVOVTHOEL XATOV ULd OO VIOUEVN ®OoTEAAO. ADTY
etxe Swapdoel Kalavitdun nol mioteve »étt PAdognua
TEAYUOTO UE BToTEAEOUO VO dALUOVIOOT.

Zoagvixa v énlaoe TO dawovio ol EPaie rATL
povég «Kalyopatr, nolyouau». Ot dwwol tng thv
®OATOVOAY, YL VO TV OTOVQ®WOow. Meto pavale:
«Ned, vepd!l». Aém:«DPépte Tic veed». « Oy, 6L, nod
AEve, yiotl pniic €1TE #ATOLOC VAL UMV #EVOURE DITAKOT
otov dudporo». «Twea, Mw, ) xanuévn dupdet. Pépte

vepd». KataldBowa mtéte frav 10 ®6pyo &md Tov
duaporo nal méte Rrov amwd Sipo. “Hmie | nomuévn
©ovo-Ovo motiota vepod. «Kdppouva, Eheye, Exm néoa
uwov, t6oo ®aYuwo viwbw. Kol &vav xovpa vepd vou
Emwva, 0ev Bu €oPnve néoa wov M pwtid». Tétolo
1A o Evimoe!

-“Otav, Tépovta, povdln Evac damwoviougévog, Tmg
rataAdapaivovue méte wiAder 6 dudfohog u€ow Tov
avhpmmov roi wote 6 EVOpWTOC;

- “Otav wihdn 6 duapforog, T yxeidn OV nLvoDvIaL
HOAVOVIRA: ®voUvTOL GGV unyxovi. ‘Evd, Gtav wihdn
G avBomwmog, ®iwvodvtal guotohoyrd. “Otav emvaln
Evag danoviouEvog, Ty o mov tol dwafdlovv
¢Eopxilouovc §} ot dAAot etyovtol YU avtdy, AAAOTE T
O 1 Yoy Ppaocavitetal xat Aéer Ay otov dudfolro:
«@UYE, TC ®xabeoaL» xal AAAote 6 dudpolog Poilel Tov
avOowrmo 1 Tov iegéa 1 PAacenudel TOV XLoTdo, THV
[Mavayio, tovg Aylove. AMhote Aéel YPéunata 1 AAAoTE
mELeTal o TV Ovvaun 1ot dvionatog tod XoLotoh
vo, o) TV dANOeLo.

Mepwneg popeg mdht 6 danoviouévog Aéel dird tou
Ao O Tvevuatve Tov £yel dwapdoel n.Amw. T vo wd;
Mmepdeuéva modyuota. I'V avtd, Stav ovintdte poll
TOV, VO TROOEYeTE TOAD. MY dlvete onuacio oto ASyLa
ToV. MTOoQEeT var AN Ay, «UE ®aig». AV TOAYUATL TOV
NOTC RO TS «TOV ROLLW», RANKES. AV OEV TOV RATC RO
motéyng 0Tl TOV ®aolg, ®anxeg Ovo popéc. “H umopel
VoL poVELN «Bowutdoeg» nal ot wx vau i «Eov gloat
noBa». ‘Av éxelvn 10 moTéY, TheL, xdOnxe. I'Y adto
UV ®AVETE TELRAUQTC UE TOV dLGPoNo.

& Eva povaotiol Tiyov €vayv dauoviouEvo xat O
HYOUUEVOC ELTTE OTOVC TATEQES VO TTALVE OTHV ExxnAnoio
v xdvovv ropumooyoivi. Elyav &xel #ol thy xndoa
10D Ayiov [Tapbeviov, émordmov Aaupdrov, ®ot TO
dadvio oteuuyON®E TOAU. Zuyyedvme, O N YOUUEVOS
avébeoe nal ot Evav iegoudvayo vo Owafacn otov
Sooviouévo £E0p%LOUOVE.

‘O iepoudvayoc adtoc NToy evAapic nev EEmteond,
Al BowTEQUHOL ElYE ®OVQY VmeoN@avela. Hrtav
AYWVLIOTIE %Ol TVTTLROS 0F OAa. NovBeToDoe mvevuaTing
TovC EAMOVE, Yot Hrav xal Adyroc. ‘O Tiog Spwe dtv
BonBudtav &mo ravévay, yioti ot &AloL, &o oefaoud,
Gtav tov &BAhemayv va »dvn xdtL otpapd, diotalav
v ToD 1O modv. ME dhha Ay, €ixe dnuiovpynioet
Pevdaoffoeig 0Tov E0vTS Tov ETLEWVOL & TTLO EVAQETOC
The wovig ®.Am. ‘O mTovneog fofre evropia éxelvn tThv
Nuéoa var 1ot xavn xaxd. "Efaie thv movnod tov,
Y vou ToU ddom Ty EvTimmon Tl avTog Sty VEL TO
SaUOVLO ATTO TOV SULUOVIOUEVO.

MéAic Mooy dpyroe vo dtafdtn tovg éEopxionove,
aopyLoe 10 daovio Vo pwVvaln: «xolyoual wod ug
dudyvelg, domhayve, 0moTe vOouLoe OTL ®olyetol Ao
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TOV d1t6 Tov €E0pnLoNO—EVH O danovac Lopltdtay,
YLt TQOOEVYOVTAY XOL 0L AANOL TATEQES KOl ATTAVTINOE
otov dafuova: «No €00ng 0” Euéva.

To elye mel avto 6 Ayioc [TapBévioc ot Eva Sapdvio,
Ao gxetvog Nrav Eyloc. Mux gopdt dnhady mov Eva
dawdvio pavale: «xalyouot, xolyouat, Tod vor Tam;»,
6 Aytog tod eime: «'Eha 0° duévor. Tte 10 Sdaudvio
€Lt 0TOV AYL0: «xal HEVoV TO voud cov ug xale,
[MopBéviel», nal €puye &m0 TOV dAUOVIOUEVO TOU
TOAQLLTWQEOVOE.

[IYye »al avtog vo ®dvn tov Ayro [Tapbévio xnal
daoviodnure. Ao €xeivn v otiyuy) tov éEovolale
o 6 daiuwovae. Xpdvia 6AdxAnoa foaocavilotav ®ol
Oev umopovoe vo avarmavdh movbevd. Zvveyeilo YOOLLE,
7o1e EEMW 0TOV ®OOUO %Ol TOTE PEoa 0To Ayrov “Opoc.
T( t04pnEe 6 nanuévod Tob elxe dnuiovoynoer avTh
1 ROTAOTAON PUYLAY ROVQOON ROL CWUATIHY ROTWON
UE TOEROVACL ®Ol Vi ST TE, EVd NTay ROAOC TOTtdc, StV
umopovoe uett vo. Aettovpynon. BAémete Tl ndvel 6
dudpolog;

- Tépovta, €xel »namolo OyYéomn O UAQPES UE TIG
AvTLORA.oELS EVOC OULULOVIOUEVO;

- OOV TO VEVOLXO GUGTNIOL EWVOLL TOLQAYUEVO RO TR
ROVELS TOMOUGS RaLpEDES, ¥AhOVICOVTOL TO VEDQOL KOl TO
TOYROAAKL EXUETAAAEVETOL ALVTNV TNV RATAOTOON. AEV
glval 8T O naEC Elvol ®ATL doupovins. XonoomoLel
TO TAY®AAG®L TV €midoaon Tov OTd VeEDEQ, KAl O
SO VIOUEVOS GVTIOQAEL XELQOTEQQL.

c’() TOLOG £YEL TATELVOPEOOUVY, YADOOW OtV ExEL
yuu vou EMEYvEeL TOV Evav o eival Auelc i
TOV BALOV OV gival oePiic olTe A TLoL EXEL, VIO VL
TOEATNEET TO ElaTtTdUaTo dAAOV: 0UTE DT EYEL,
YL vou dxovel 6oa Ogv mgpeloTY THV YPuyn tov. Kal
OeV ExeL VO WM OEL 0 ®avEVOLY VIO T{oTE dALO, TOQO
UOVO YL TIC GAUOQTIEC TOV GAAD ®al wE GAOVS TOVC
avBpwToue £xel elpNVIrES OYETELS BYL YLOL RATOLO
@uhia, GALO YL xGon e évToriic Tod Ocot (Maox.
9:50): KaAov 10 dAar éav 6& 10 dAa dvalov yévnrau,
&V TiVL aUTO GOTUOETE; Exete €v EQUTOIS dAa, Al
eionvevete év GAATAOLS.).

Av novele 0tv Padiler tov dpduo tovto (T
TATELVOPEOOUVNC), Aaxduo %L OV vnotevel
(abotnEd, Towyovrag »dbe) EEL uépec ) émid00el
ot (6molovodfmote) ueydlovg &ydveg, youévolr
anyaivovy 6AotL Tov ol ®OTOoL.

Appac ‘Hoatag

MNé& Oogoug «Zkotwvouv» TOV MoAuTIUO
Xpovo Toug
Ano Eva EAAnvopBodoéo puilddio.

B ZOTJGS O0TOVS TEWTOVS
s aiwvag &vag Movaydg,
0 O0moTl0g 60EC POPES TOV
= ¢owtoloe 6 "Hyovuevog
TOV «TMS TNYAIVELS 0TV
vyelo 0oV, BOEMPE;», a0TOG
TAVTOTE TAQATOVIOTOY
3TL NTOV RATEROTOC GO
™V moAAY €épya.oio.

AnovUyovtog ®ofnueoLvig
0 "Hyovuevog 10 idLo mad-
TOVO £0WDWTNOE RATOL
nuéoa tov Movayd: «Ti

I £dovg goyaoia nauvelg
%ol ®omLdlels 16oov mohy, adehgé» Kol 6 Movayog
ATAVINOE:

«Ayie ‘Hyovueve €xm tooec épyaoieg ndBe Nueépa %ol
vORTO, GOTE 0l duvduelg pov dev Ba Epbavay vy’ avtéc,
gav 0 Ogog Oev ue fonboioe.

IpdTov, €xw dvo yepdnia, T OmOTa TEOOTAOD
v ®oaT® Oéouta xal vor T EEnuepdvm. Aevtegoy,
Exm dvo Aayoug, Ttovg 6Tolovg PUAGY® YL VO Ui
@uyouv. Totrov, £xw dvo BSda, to dmoia EmPBAEmm
v vou épyaovtot Téragrov, Exw Evo Axo tov Omotov
TEOOEYW Lo vau U PAGyeL navévo. IléumTov, Exm Eva
AovTtdolL, T 0moTlo mpoomabd vo xatavixknow. Kol
gntov, £yxw Eva obevn, TOV 6ToToV TEETEL TAVTOTE VUL
TOV TTEQLITOLOTVUALLY.

‘O ‘Hyovuevog ot dxovoe a0t yYéEAooe Aiyo nol
glte 01OV Movayd: «Avtd. moud( pov, dtv yivoviat,
16T elval AdUvaToV VoL EnTELET ROVEIC TEOEC EQYALOTECH.

«Kal 6uwg, oefaoté pov matep», dmdvinoe O
Movayde, «cod eima Thv dA0eLo».

Kai 6 ‘Hyovuevog, 6 6motiog voulte uéyot €va fabuo
EMITOAOLLOL RO XWOLC TEQLEYOUEVO TO AOYLoL TOD
Movayo?, eime: <EERYNOE nov, matdi pou».

Kot 6 Movayog éndvinoe:

IlpdTov, T Svo yepdnia, ITaTep Hov, eival T dSvd
ndtie. wov, to omoio meToVy, mnyaivovy amd d@ %ol
A’ ExeT nal TEETEL VO QOVTIE® Yo var uh) doDv »dTl,
T0 O07oT0 OO uToEOVOE VO UE TEOTEEWPEL O HATOLN
auaptia, Tedywa duoTuy®S ToL £rabe 6 TEOPNTNHS KAl
Baoihiag Aafid, PAEmovtag Thv yuvaira tod OUplov,
™V Bnooafes.

AevteQov, oi dvd hayol, eival T Tédio pov, T droia
mEémeL voL Eutodilm Ao TO VO TEEXOVY OTIC NOOVES ®OL
oV dpdpo THS duaptiog dLoTL eig 10 famTiond wov, Stav
0 lepebc Eyote 00T eime: Tow mopeveole & Stafjuatd
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2ov, dnhadh tol Incod Xoiotot. Pavtaleoat Aowwoy,
ITéatep pov, méoovg xémovg yeeldetal adTs;

Toitov, t& dv0 PSdLol elva T Yoo wov, T doia
EMPAETW UE ueydain mpoooyy v vo. goydlovrat. No
goydlovrtal Sumg to dyabov mg to xéoa tod Kvpiov,
7oV TAAL 0TO PATTIONE pov YU vt O iepele elme Al
YETOEC OOV émoinoay ue xal ETACAV UE.

Téragtov, 6 Ainoc eival 1| yA@ooa pov, 1 6mola
TAVTOTE E)YEL AVAYRT GO YOAVAQL, VIO VO Ul dayrdoeL
navévo AdeASY LoV, UE THY ®atnyoplo, ToL €val
nap®V 1) dmmv ol weddvel. Kal dvrihaupdveoar,
ntdtep wov, otav 10 Ayio ITvetua dua todh AdelpdBeov
Taxdpov yow thv yA@dooa Aéyelr: Ei 1ic év A0yp ov
aTalEL, 00TOC TEAELOC GVijo, ol wahw: ‘H yAdooa mip,
0 x00u0¢ Ti¢C Gddixiag. oUTwS 1) YAdooa xabiotatot v
10ic uéheowv Nuav 1 omdovoa (wolvvovoa) GAov 10
odua..., vl Tahv: Thv 6& yAdooav ovdeis dvvatal
GvBodawv daudoolr AxaTdoYeETOV XOXOV, UEDTY) (0D
Oavatnpopov. Ev avtf) evAoyotuev 10v OOV xal
mTaTéoa, xal v avtf] xatapwueda Tovs dvOobTovs
T00¢ 2al duoiwov Ocod yeyovotac... (Tax. 3:2, 6, 8-9).
T{ mpémeL v ®duvw €ym ug avto 10 Onelo, TOV AMino
oD €yw 0TO OTOU UOV;

ARNOL RO ArOUN, TAOS EYD, TATEQ WOV, VO EMLTUY®M
avTto mo® Afyel 6 EyLog Twdavyne 6 XpuoooTouog yio
™MV YA OO, YL vou Ui AEyel mepuoodtepa 1) AMydtepa,
AL Bha uE O ToyLopo vor Ay, i v eipoit Sinoog
XWOLS OOV peydlov; Aéyel 6 Ayiog 6TL: ZuyaoLa Vo
&youev TV YA®OOO Uag WOTE UE UEYAAN TOOOOXN VA
Cuyiloue tor Aoyita nac xol va ui) AEue TEQLOOOTEQN
OUTE ALYOTEQQ GALL T OWOTA UE AxQIPeLa. ALOTL, €OV
CvyiCoue ué aroifeta xai ueydin mpoooyi) TOV yovoo
xol GALa TOdyuaTa, TOETEL, UE UEYUAUTEQN TOOOOXT
xal axpiPeta, voL TOOTEYOUE TOL AOYLA UA.

Kol é&xdun, tdtep pov, tdg v un TtorléPpw pg tov
Ao a0Tdv, THV YA@Oooo wov, wob dtofdlm tov APPa
2Z100M ®ol AEyel: ASeAgE, éxw toLdvta yoovia dmov
O&V nauvw mAéov dénoty €ic TOV OOV TEQL auapTiag,
GALO aVTO UOVOV AEYyw €IS TNV TOOOEVXAY uov... Kuvpie
Inoot XpLot1é OxETOOOV Ue G4mO TiS YADOONS Uov,
SLOTL TOOOVS X0O0VOUS EXW AOANTEVOVTAS KAl TAALY
OXOVTATTW UE TNV YADOOAY %Ol QUAOTAVQ...

Ilénntov, 6 Aéwv, TATEQ MOV, ELVOL 1) ®OELE Hov,
%®oT0 TS 6o l0g OLEEAYM VUrTO ROl UEQD TELOUATWON
AYWVa, %ol OVOTVYMC UE EAxeL ue ueydin pla ot Sha Soa
PAGTTOVY ROl ROTAOTEEPOVV TNV YUYV wov. BAEmelg,
ndteQ wov, 8t Eyxeitar 1 dtdvoira 100 GvlBpdTOU
gmiueAdc éml T movnod éx veotntog avtov (I'év.
8:21). Kot é&xdun, 8Tt 1 ®adlo pov givor dxdbootoc
oc eimev 6 Kipudc pov: Ex yao tiic naodiac éE€oyovtal
Stadoyitouol mwovneoi, @ovotl, uotyeiatr, mooveial,
xAomal, Yevdouaotvoiatl, fAacenuiar. (Motd. 15:19)

[Modynott, 1oL €lvol ®ol TEEMEL VO %0VEAoO® ViL ThHv
nabapiow, ot 10 émiPePaimoe 6 ITpogpntne Aafid mov
Aével eig tov Kvplov: Kapdiav xabapav xticov év éuol
0 0e0¢ nal wvetua eV0EC Eyxaivioov év TOIS EYyxATOLS
wov. (Wadu. 50:12)

“Extov, matep pov, 6 AoOevic, ElvoL TO OMUA 1oV,
TO OOTOV O TE OEV eVRIOXETAL OTHV TOLA ROTAOTAON.
ANhote Oéher ToopN ®ol dAlote vnoteio. AlloTe
avamovon xot GAhote Tvpavvia. Alhote mepiBaiym
2oL BALOTE ByL, ®OL YL TOV AGYOV aDTOV €l
AVAYRAOUEVOS VO €W THV TEOOOYT U0V dLaQRGC
YUOLOREVY TTOOC DTS, YLoL VL TO TTepLmotoDuo 500 elvat
diraro, gmeldy) yoetdletal ®al adTod W TO TO0PAL
YO TO QOYO».

Agod dxovoe avto 6 ‘Hyovuevog 6o tov 6o0gpd Tou
Movayd, Tov ovyydonre xal eine: «Euv Shot ndvaue
Onwg €0V ténvov uov, ONhadi vo pyalonaote Sl
VO, CUYXRQOTNOOUE TO TAON LOS ROl EVNUEQWDOOUE TOV
1OXOV £0VTO PO, | YR B0 yivéTay ovpavog ®ol GAot
00 MuaoTaY EVTUYLOUEVOL ROl ELENVIXOD».

Avotuymg, dyamntol, éueig 6gv éoyaldouaote Yo TOV
€VTO (oG, ®al 1) xowwvia nog ®atdvinoe Lovyria,
xoalitor otv Kvoraxri) mpooevyi) 6 Kipldg pog mpotoémel
vo, Mue: EAOETw 1 Baoideia oov w¢ év oDpavd, xol
Eml ThS yiG... AMAo toD €ueic vor fOOoTUE TOV XOOVO VLo
™MV Yuyn uog, Thy Aeeth, Thv miot, Tov XoLotd, TV
oomela ThHe Yuxhs pas.

BA€mete TOV ®OOUOV %Ol TO TOD ROOUWOV EVONTA KAl
AUOQTWAG TO EYOVUE TEQLOTOVOUOTO, LODQL, RAPEVETO,
xaoti, yHmedo, Tapéova, OLagboQd, X000g KAl YEVIXOL
otL €yeL oxéon ue v odoxa. 'V avto nal pbdoaue
TO00 YounAo xoll Lodue ooy vou uyv yvmpioous XoLotov:
ral €101, fjueba dElot i «tiyne» noc Kot yu aito
TUWQEOVUED ATTO TIC EMIAOYES KOL TIC AUOQTIES LS.

Eibe vo OeAoovue voo dexbBodue tOv Oto pmTLond,
vo épyaotodue yioo v xdBopon tdv aiobnoewv
®ol GO T TAOM, ROl THV ATO RINOT TOV GQETDV
toU Edayyehiov v vo £youe EAmtida omtnelag, He Tic
noeofeiec g [avaylag xail SAwv TV Aylmv.

th Téh0g nG0e altiuatoc nag vo Aéue: Oy wg
&y OéAw GAN ¢ XU, (Math. 26:39). Mévo o
Eva aitnuo OEv yoeldletal vo 10 TeoobETovue AvTo:
0’ éx€lvo TS omwTnElag nwog, dtotL 6 OLog mTAvVTAS
avBoamovs Oéder cwOfval xal €ig Exiyvwory aAnbeiag
EABetv. (A" T 2:4)

n. ‘Emgadviog Oeo0dmeomoviog (+1989)



Orthodox Heritage

Page 18

Vol. 10,Issue 01-02

H Toupkia, i1 Karapapévn DuAh, 6a
2Brjoel Orav KaréBel i Pwoikn Apudda

To keiuevo avto eivar avtotelés 10 10°V kepdlaio ano 10
Ekoo0sv Pifiio yia tov IEpovra Ilaiolo, «Adyor yaprrog kai
2opiacy, amo tov Ayopeitn m. Maxdpio Aywvvavitn. Ilpénct
va tovicovue Ot Efaxolovbodue va giusba  peatioTikol
TOPATNTPNTES TAOV CNUEPIVAV YEYOVOTMV KAl OEV AOTALOUATTE
Tl IPOPAEWEIS UEALOVTIKAV YEYOVOTMV GO TOV OIlOVONTOTE.
AALa aiyovpa 10 mopandve aro orxacua 0¢ aroteAéoet onueio
avaAvong molAmv EOIKAV...

nuepa 6 véoc Topanh elueba éueic ot “EAAnvec.

H Sunn) pag moudeior Spwg eivor EBSounrnovianic
EMTU nOl Oyl EmTANLIE, OLOTL EUETC ETYOUE TN YVAON.
TO &Bdounrovidxnic €mtd, mob eival 7 aiynalmoio
wog (1453 Ahwon Kov/réheme ) amd 10 Tohdu, tdoa
axoPd TELELDVEL. AVTOC NTav 6 navévag Toh Osod
YO TIC GUOLQTIES Halg .

“Eva. mooéuolo €ixe yiveL pg ToOv
owotrd Aad. TTpwv 50 yodvia pali ug tov
vépovtd wov, 1ov Tmong tov "EyxrAieloto,
ovvavthoaue Evo Pdoo wovayd, yéoovra.
T voe Tov évioyvoovue Yo 1o Sevd Tov
Pwowot Aao® xal thv dorwaoio tdv
TOTMOV ATTO TOV XOUUOVVLIOUS, BeAoaue
vo, 100 dboovue 0Gppog, Aéyovidg tov
AOYLa oo yoQLds. A0Tog Sume Aéel :
«AEV €lval TimoTa, ®avevoc eival Tob O
xnoathoel Epdounvta xeovio». ‘Ecl i
10 E£pELS; QWTNOOUE.

Kol 1] amdvinon tov frav: «To 1917,
Otav €mexQdTnoe O ROUUOVVIOUSS, O
XoLoTLOVIOUOS éxnpvybel €xToc vouov,
#al 8moloc ordTwve Xplotiovoue frav Howag. Of
XpLoTLavol TovixofAOMxay »al ol uev mTAovoLol
¢dpamétevoayv mpog tv Evpdmn, ol d& d@Ailol
g1oeyav 0tovg vaove, éAmtitovrac 6tL 6 Beog B0 nAuEL
Badua Yy v ToVg owoeL. 2E Eva ueyaho vaod, tTdv
Aylov ATootéAmv, pafrav Tévte meQimov yLALddeg
XotoTiavol.

Ot umwoioefirnol §tav tovg fofrav Efalay emTio 0TO
vad. “Evac amd 1tove Xototiovovg dev mébave. Elyxe
©otoe0woeL vo AvEREL YNAO 0TOVS TEOVAOVS Hal EUeve
Simha amo €va maedOveo rol avémvee., ADTOC AoLTOV
uod eime, 8L STy NOOE 1 (G TOV HOEYLOE 6 XEOUOC VL
nebaivel, ®xhalyave ol o vAalave, TQOVoLEoTNRAY OL
Adden0. 4O OTOAOL ROl TOVC €Ly STL dEV ooV
var Bondicovy, didtt Stv 10 Emitpéner 6 Oede. Elvau
®aVOVOC YO Tig duoTieg pog mov B npatioel 70
XOOVLOL».

Adta nag eiwe 6 Poooc povayoe 50 yodvia moiv.
TO dudotnua mov diéppevoe Amd TOTE, £l OYXESOV

repo
NTa

Eeydoel o Aoy Tov. “Otay Spuwg €reoe O XAQTIVOS
VYOS TOV «BAVATOALROD €DOALUOVIOUOD», TOTE TO
OvuiOnro. Kadiwoa #ol uétonoa ®ol €ida 8tL ntoy
aropic Epdouvta yodvia. Twpa nol 60 dtrdg uag
novovag TV EfOounnovTdnis Emto TEAELDVEL ROl OU
gnavérlBouy. Thpa 6 mvevuaTirog vouog 0o épaouoodel
TOAMTQOTTMC.

[Mo®to Bu madevoel 6 Oed¢ ToVS neydhoug £x000U¢
e ‘Op00d0Eiloc, mov eivar 6 Tohapouds ®ol 6
KaBohwriouds. Adtol mov quelhrto ¥TUmody TV
Vp0bodo&ia, tea Bu éxheipouv. Ardua ®ai adTOol
oY #atéoToeParv 1oV BuCovtivo moltiopd S eivat ol
ToDE®OL TOV TOV KOTEGTEEYAY, EWVOL 0L OTAVEOPSOOL,
ol Evpwmaiol, ol KabBolixol mwov évioyvooav tolg
Tovprovg Yy v xataoteépouvy T Buldvio.

Tovg amoydvoug Toug, AoLov , Bo Tovg naléyel 6 Oeog
gnel uéoa noll O oporyotv éxnel. "Eoeic el0Te VEGTEQOL
7ol O 1O Selte, Aot Ou eloTe €V T
Con. Topa O yiver | Meydin Zvppatn,
0 Apuaryedwv. AVTO OV TN Eexivnoe
ot BaAxdavia dev B0 otopatiosl.

’Exegivog mov 00 10 €umodiler va
arhoOel eivar 7 duatpepnévn Porown
Nyeoia (0.0. Téhtow) 1) dmoia mhevp el
Tovg Auepravous. “Oumg 6 Pwowrog
Aaog B0 Tolg piEeL nall 0L XQLoTLaVIXOL
Aaol Tdv Balxraviov 00 mpoghdoouy.
(Ta Aéer avta 6 T'épovrag Iatolog
mévre-EEL (oovia OV THV dvodo
to¥ B. ITovtiv othv éEovaoial)

Ot Pdool B€hovv tdhpa var fyodv oTh
Meo6yero. ADTo Ot givor T Ehatioto.
"Oume 8¢v Bl elvol adTh) 1] TOOYUOTIAY
aMiOeo. ‘H aAf0eia eivar 8T 6 Oedg ToVC TEOOHUAET
m¢ 6pyavd Tov. Katepaivovtag avtol 8o ofjoovv
%ol B0 Gpavicovv v Tovpxriun Aathamo oo og o
gpoonada. Ki 6tav natéfouv ol gihot tne Tovpxriog (ol
amd yovol dnhadi tdv otavpogsomy ) 10 NATO, yii
VoL T 0Do0VYV, TOTE EXET OO YiveL, 1) ueydin ZUppatn
zal 00 opayodv. (Ta Aéer 16 yodvia oLy xatePel 1)
owoLxi) donddal)

‘H Kvmpog Ot deytel pdmiono émd tovg Tovprovg
(ywati Tdoa elval avéyyuytn), aAla O elvol TEOCmEVE.
‘H Tovponia 6t ofnoet, dAho Ogv Bo VoYL oUte wio
oelhida otV moyrdoua otopla oV Vo PEQVEL OTH
wvnun 6tL VTEEe AT N RATOUQAUEVY YUAN.

Ayon®d oAV THY ToTEida wov %ol AvToTuot ToAY
oV ofuepa to ‘EAAnvomovia vip€movtal vou Todv
noc etvor “EAMvec. ‘H AEN «'EMAvac» dev dmodidel
@uAetiond. ‘H AEEN «"EAMnvag » Gmotehel QUAETIONO
v ®xG0e aAlov A TV ‘EAMjvov. Tdoo Sumwe dev
elueba “"EAAnveg, efueba Pouatot, eiueba Bulavtivol,
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eluefo OesavOpommioTés. Avepraue To YnAd.

Elvau zotua , yiati oqueoa »atép0moe 6 Stépfoloc
%L oiyuaAdTtioe tig fyeotes. Khaim thv ‘EAAGOa.
Agv &yer ueiver timota 6pbo onuepa. ‘H EArada
v voo om0el, mpémer GAot ot NyEteg e, 6OV ROl
av poloxovtal, vau mave éEopla. No @uyovyv, yiati
TOEOVTES LOAUVOLY.

ZNuepa TovAnOmrav 6ha. Zquepa Gums Tov GAOoL
yvovatiooue ®oi OV VaoyeL Elmtic, 0o éméupel 6 Oeog
TOV TOTEQWY UOS VIO T aiuate TV Matiomwy nog
%ol T Aelpovo TV Ayiov pog. To aipo 1 EAAvizd
7oL YUONxE Yo tHY ‘OpB0d0&iw, Eav EvwBeT onuepa B
viver TAWTO ToTdut, vou TVigeL ToVg xavifalovg Tou
AEyovTo «Ueyalous.

“O1av €ywve ) mpdty ddomaon tod dtduov %ol
HOTOOREVAOTN®E N dTouLxy) foupa, drovoo 6 TOLog
TOVv Atlevydovep vo Onhdvel: «Zfuepa evpLordueda
ot wpomvhota THE EMANVIRAIC nadnuaTiniic». Eime thy
aMBera 6 xavipaiod

O éAntidec pog eival pévo otov Oed. Ku ogic v
Cette Xorotiavirnd, ywati oog Afw Vmwevbuva—xral
00 10 delte—OTL OEV E€yovue moAAES LEQES. AVTO OV
avaper twpa oto Bakrdvia 0o ovveylotel. AUTo
O eival 7 dgetnoia néow thHe dmolag 6 Oede, ut 1o
06 Tov 1pdmo, B EhevBep@doel TOVS XQLOTLALVOUC
%ol 00 Tovg VYoeL TaAL otV Yoouuq Tove. Kot 6o
g¢mavélBer 10 Buldavtio. Kal E€pete yiati; Aot ol
Evpowmaiotr Aaotl O Eavaevwbovv. TTolog Ba tovg
na0odNYeT; AtV npoatdel xaveic. MOvo €ueic xpatdue
™V ‘Op0680EN mioTy.

c/() TOLOG ®VVNYAEL TOV TAODTO, €YEL TAVTOTE
avayxn amo yonquoata. ‘Omwolog ddLopoET YLl
1OV ThoUTO, €ival mdvtote thovoioc. Twoti dAn0wvog
mhoDTog dEV eival TO v mhovtilelg, AALL TO Vi
un kel va mhovtiCers. Kat vou Tl évvod: “Yrdpyet
mtAoVoL0g oL &’ Shovg Gpmalel, %ol VTAQYEL
TA0VO1L0G TOV 0° GAovg divel. O Evag whovtiCel e To
va. ouvalel, 6 AAAog ue To vou TEoo@épel. ‘O mTEMTOC
oméQVeL 0T YA}, O Ogv¥tEQOC 0TOV 0VEVS. Kol 600
#aAMITEQOC Elval 6 0DEAVOC &mO TH YA}, TG00 %ol §
£0@OoEl0L TOV ElvOL HEYOAUTEQN GO THY eVgopia THS
vic. TV avto 60 Kvpuog nog mapayyéhher: M1 ualevete
Onoavoovs wdvw oty yi. Na ualevete Onoavoovg
OTOV 0VOAVO.

ITovAQoTE TO VITAEYOVTA O %L ODOTE TO YOHUOLTOL
0TOVS PTWYOVS. AmoxToTte TOETOPAOALOL TOU OEV
TAAMDOVOUY, TAOUTN LOVIUO OTOV XOOUO TOD Oe0T».

Ay. Todvvng XpvoooTopnog

TipwpeT 6 O6g;

Tov k. Myan E. Myaniion, @soldyov.

c’EVOL godTNUo. TEOPRAARETOL OUYVOL ROl ATO
mohhovc «Twweel 6 Oeée»; Elval duvatd, 6
Bedg Tg Aydnng vo TwwEel to Tthdouatd Tov, eite
0t T0UTO TOV ROOUO, £(TE TNV ROAUON UE TV ALWOVLX
Tweio; Kot &Alol ugv pmtdive ug ®olh mooalpeon,
ariot, émiotoatevovtag Th Aoyl ral avalntdve
AMom, xal GALOL XOAANUEVOL OO, OTEEIDL 0TIV TTAGVY,
TOQAUEVOVTES TELOUOTIXO 0F AdB0og dpduo.

Sty godtnon tovT, 1 ‘Op0680EN dmdvinon eival,
YWOIE TEQLOTQOPES: ATPAAMS ®OL TUWEET O Bedc. AAN
1 TWwmEo 100 OoD O&V EYeL RaULL OYEOT UE TH) VOULKY)
g€vvola Tig mouvilc.

O Bedc &xel dmelon aydmn, dAN €ival ®ol Ot &mO
Ato Badud dixaroc. Tavtdyoovo. elval #ol GTelom
1 cogia xal ) wavrodvvauie Tov. ‘Emouévmg, dtav
wihdue yiow oo, Evvoodue oth 0gohoyiry) YA@ood,
T0 TaLdaymyLro Exeivo U€tpo mov AQuPAver 1
Ao Aty 2ol Toviéhelwo dnatoovvn Tod Geod, Y
omoradNTote mwodfaon, wol élevbepa €mpae O
avBpowmoc. ‘O Oede, nabwg diddorer 6 M.Baoileiog,
8tv elval aitiog Tob ®oxov, ALY TO avTteEovolo Tob
avipowmov. ‘H éhevbepia tov. ‘O dyrog I'onydprog 6
BeoA3Y0C, HAAOTA, PTAVEL OTO ONUETO VO OUOAOYET,
811, SAlya wv fudotousv ueuaotiyduedo. Anhodiy,
Aiyn elval axdpa 1 Twweic Ko, KTpooTd OTIC TOOEC
TOQAPACELS XAl GUOLQTIES UOLC.

0,11 émteéyel N dydnn 100 Oeol, AmoPrEmel ot
ommoia THe Yuyxic nac. ‘H tiumoia givar Si8doxaloc
Oeoyvwoioag, AMyer 6 Kipov Osodwpentoc. Idaitepa
010 Béua TOV TWOELHY ToD Ool, TOAD ONUAVTIHES
glval ol &md Peig Tod iepot Xpvoootdpov, & dmotog
AEyeL OTi, 6 Oeog «Tthv TwEiay Evexev vovbeoiog uiv
gndyew. Kol mpoobétel: «Al tyumoeiot ai mapd tod
Oeov, @LAavBpowmial UAAAGY glowy 1] TwwEio». Ay,
Ohadn, Tic naloeEetdoovue, B0 dLATLOTHOOOVUE TH)
@LhavBpwrio naihov 100 Oeol. Mdaliota, Exaotov
Tuwolac eidoc, dyaboTnToc YéueL moAMC.

I[Mavtod 6 uéyoc 100 dupmva xqovroag, PAETeL ®ol
aviyvever Tv aydmn xoit ) cogpia tod Oco. 'Eniraipog
0 Mdyog tod Iavhov: Tic éyvaw voiv Kvpiov; TTowog
YV (Cel T oyédia Tot Oeod; Elvan dveEuyviooteg ol
BovAiég Tov. 'V adto »al wdht 6 iepdg XQuodoTouog,
0o mpoPddel toyvoa To EmLyelpuaTd Tov: ATELAET THYV
TLUWOLaY Iva UYmUEY TNV TETOAV THS TIUWLAS, QOPEL
M A0y, iva ui xoAdon t@ Eoyw.

Axdua ®L 6tav amelhel 6 Gedg, TO RAUVEL YO, VO
Uag TEOPUAAEEL A0  TO ROUKO %Ol TIC CVVETELES THC
auaptias Kol mpémer vo E€povue, Aéel, 8tL 0 Ogog
oUte mAvTac ouov xoAdlet, ovte mavrag xat a&iav. T
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rortiola o Oeo® Stv eival Y Shovg T 1dra. Kdmore,
udhota, eldoc evepyeoiac 1O xoAdLelv.

Kataminrtizh) xail 1 €wduevn moQaTnenon Tov:
Qomep ydo St & voonquata 1@ edouaxa, ovtw Sia
T auoptiuate ai xoldoeic. Kol uy Eeyvag, Avel, 6L,
Sidwol oot mwpobeouiav o Oeds, wote amoviyaobat,
Otav 8¢ Emuévng, émdyel Aowwov Thv tuweiav. Mg tv
Twweio, dMAadn, cod diver 6 Oe0g edxraLOIOL YLOL VO
p00£EeIC &t Thv duaptia. “Otav Sume £oV EmuEveLg
VO TEATTELS TO ®OrG, TOTE EmMUPEQEL THYV TLLWE(C.
Kol avtd, ot oyxéon ug tic Tumeieg 1ot Aot yol Tig
nagapdoelg TV AvOoWTWY, Tig OTOTES EMITOETEL ROl
TOEAYWEET 6 Oedg, 08 GO0V %Al OTOLOVS KOIVEL 1)
dwaooUvn ol 1 mavoogio Tov.

AMO 1) Aoym nepw®dv, 6TL, O Oe0g && UTOET Vo
TWWENOEL TOV QUOETWAO AvBpwmo—xal udAlota,
aiovio—eivar opaluévn. TToooeyyiter ) ueydin
MGV TOD ‘Qoyévn Yot THV «ATOXATAOTAON TMOV
TAVIOV» OTL, ONAadN, HETU &ATO WO LORQY TEQTOOO
©A0aEONS TOV AUAQTWADY 0TV xGAOLOY, 0TO TEAOC O
amoxataotafotv roi 0o cwbovv Shot.

& tovT TV droyn, 6 Kadnyntic Avopéac Oeodwoov
amavtd: «Ayamn ®ol duoroovvn givor dvo Pooirig
Oelec 1010 TNTES, TOV 1) Wi OF UTOQET V&L RATAQYNOEL OVTE
vV’ AvatAne®oel THV ALY, BALL VTAQYOVY EVEQYES KOl
OUVTOLOLOOUEVES OTH BEGTNTA, S EXPEOT EEWTEQLXY
thg dmerpong Belog Poviic. Xpewdletal Tpoooyn. AT,
otav Aéue OtL 6 dyabog Oeog 08 WToEET VO TWWENOEL
TOV AuaQTWAO AvOpowmo, xdvouvue ovyyvon TOV
Oelmv WOrotitwy, xatapyotue T Oeior diratocvv
%0 0¢ TeElevTaia AvaAvon, gpbeipovue Ty Evvola tod
Xototiavinot Oeod. BéBara, 6 1dLoc 6 dvBpwmog, Mg
¢hevBepog, noAGleL TOV €0VTO TOV, AVAAOYO UE TOV
TEOTO0 OV O TOL0¢ EMAEYEL ROl AROAOVOET». [TpoCoOETEL
1O UL QL0 TOEATHENOM, AEYovTog OTL, «dAV ROl 1)
fewoia THS AMORATOCTACEMS EVAL TOM EAXVOTIXH,
dtv elval, ®oT600, %ol &AnOwi». Kol notaliyer: « Ot
| #6haon eival aidvia, dmotekel &pOpo Pefaidtato
T TOTEWS».

"Edv dev mpdxerttal vo 0 oEel aldvia »OAaon, TOTe,
QAywuey xal Tiwuev, avoltov ydo arodvioxouev (A’
Kop. 15:32). ‘H aiwvidtto Tic #SAaong eivol oty
Suapepaimon tic Foagiic: Kal dreAsioovial ool
gic xodaowv aidviov, oi 6& Sixatot gic Cwnv aidviov»
(Mat. 25:46).

Zo", 0dvatog, npion. To tpimtuyo ToD AvOQbITIVOU
TEOOWNOV. Amoxeitar 10ic avOpamoic dmal
amoBavelv, ueta 6¢ tovto xpioic. (‘Efp. 9:27). Metw
T0 Bdvato &xohovBel 1 pepwxl) »Eiom, xnal oty
OVVEYELQ, N TEMXY xOloN ®ol M aidvia Cwn. Kato
TOV g0 Xpuvodotouo: «Ovxr £dmwxrac dixnyv évtadda.
S ToDTo ndhota mioTeve Yevvay elvol 1ol XGAAOLY,

gmeldn) Otumv évtatba oVx Edwrac». Kol 0v, 6 doefrg
nOL QOO TWAOS, AEvel, Emeldn e dindoTnreg »al dev
TWwERONreC £dM, oo Covoeg, yiovTo Vo ‘ool fERaLog,
Ot 0 Vrd el yéevva nal ®Olaomn aiwvia.

"Ac netevovue 1ov Kipro, dote vV dEmwbotue v
dwoovue xadiyy amoioyiav tiyv éxi 100 @ofegoD
Brnatos tov Xotorod.

Oi Aoxipaoieg Eival ‘'Omrwg 1) Adotm kai 10 Kepl

rs’gowa, PAETOVTOC ROVELS TIC EPNUEQIOES, TIC
elONOELS, TO Tl ovuPaivel OTH YELTOVLA HOS, OTOV
n6ono OAGRANEO0, damLoTOVEL ETL €IvalL dStdvTOoC
0 movog. ‘O méAhenog, N AEEWOTL, O KAUERIVOS, O
doxwpaoies. MNatl o émtpémel 6 Oeog THe Ayanng
avTd;

Nd E€pete OTL O nahOg Oe0g dev BELEL VO ExOLXNOET
| navévay. ‘O Geog Oev OELeL va yYiver ONULOC UE
navévay. ‘O Otoc moAAEC @opEc oVALOUPAEVEL ROl
matpvel TV aobévelo 100 GvBp®TOUV %ol TOV Pondd
va €00eL o ®ovTd Tov. NO LoAaR®OEL 1| RO
tov. Ouuduat Tov Tepd-Tlatow mov Eheye: "TIoAlEg
OOEC 0f donooiec elvar Smwe T AGoT Rl TO ®EQL.
“Otav 6 fhog dwoelL Tavw ot Adomn, 1) Adomn yivetol
mo ornknon. “Otav 6 filog ddoet €ic TO %eQl, TO *EQL
Mayver. Agv yivetor oxined.” EEaptatal 6 dvOommog
Ot oLV OGS0 VoL %Al TS PTIAYVEL TH Cw1 TOV YL
VO WtoEEOEL 1) doxiuaoia Vo UiV TOV OrANEUVEL, BANCL
VO TO UWOAQXRMOEL, VO TOV TOTEWVWDOEL. N TOV QPEQEL
TTLO ROVTO 0TOV O ®al VO, ROTAAAPEL TIC OOXUALOTES,
Gt1L 6 AvOPWTOC EXEL OQLOUEVES OVVATOTNTES RO LOVO.
BAémete Evag dvOommog, wiot oTAAQ aiatog Vo WItel
0TO WVAAD TOV, AYENOTEVTNXE O AVOQWITOGC.

I'éomv Egeaip Batomardivog
KaOnyovpnevog I. M. Batomatdiov Ay."Ogovg

I[ogaxaAoDue TOVG AVAYVAOTES OGS VO Ui
Anopovodv thv magapfolrn Tijg éT1jotag cvVOQOUilS
TEOGS RAAVYTN TAOV OYETLRAV EECOMV YL TV EXdOON
70V TaEO0VTog PUAALadiov. 'Exiong, 600l Egovy Thv
oixovouLxi) evyEpeLa, g ovvdoduovy, av 0€hovy,
0TIV TARELVI] TEOOTAOELD pag ArooTEAAOVTAS RATL
TEQLOCOTEQO GO TNV ETNOLA GLVVOQOUT) TV 24
00ALaglov TEOg Evioyvon tijg adehgotnrag
«“Oorog Iowpiv».
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IDAHO TEEN SACRIFICES HER

LIFE TO DELIVER HER SON

By Melanie Jones, International Business Times, December 28, 2011
(another worthy story that “escaped” the eye of the mass media).

enni Lake, an Idaho

teen who stopped her
Cancer treatments to avoid
aborting her pregnancy,
died just 12 days after she
gave birth to a baby boy
she named Chad Michael.
She passed away with no
regrets about the decision
to choose her son’s life
over her own, and to risk
everything she'd hoped for
in the new hope that he
. . might be healthy.

Jenni Lake was diagnosed with cancer when she was 16
years old. She was a sophomore at Pocatello High School
when she began to get painful migraines. After visiting her
family doctor, she traveled to Salt Lake City for an MRI.
There, a scan revealed a two-centimeter mass nestled in
her brain. Her biopsy revealed stage three astrocytoma, a
form of cancer centered in the brain and spinal cord that is
almost always fatal. She had three tumors in her brain and
three on her spine. Chemo and radiation treatments had
to begin immediately.

Sometime later, she discovered that she was also pregnant.
Jenni Lake was faced with a tremendous decision. Her on-
cologist told her that the cancer treatments keeping her alive
could not be given to a pregnant woman without damaging
or killing the fetus. She had two options: get an abortion and
continue being treated for cancer, or keep her pregnancy and
prepare to die. Her family believed and hoped that since the
tumors had already starting to shrink, and the baby was ten
weeks old, she had a strong chance of carrying the baby to
term and then starting the cancer treatment again.

So Jenni Lake chose option two, and paid for it with her life.
At the end of her pregnancy, Lake weighed only 108 pounds.
Her cancer has come back with a vengeance in the many
months since she stopped treatment, and she had already
begun to reconcile herself to death.

“I'm done,” Lake told her nurse just before delivering a
healthy baby boy. “I did what I was supposed to do. My baby
is going to get here safe.”

A day after the November 9 birth, Mrs. Phillips learned
that her daughter’s decision to forgo treatment for tumors
on her brain and spine so she could carry the baby would
have fatal repercussions. The cancer had marked too much

territory. Nothing could be done, Mrs. Phillips said. As Jenni

Lake began to fade away, the returning astrocytoma ravaging

her body and making her weaker by the day, family members

report that she never showed any regret for her decision. Nor

did her vision, sometimes a casualty of the final stages, fade

in the final days of her illness.

When Jenni Lake’s baby son was placed beside her for the
last time, her father says she smiled at Chad Michael, her
pride and joy, the reason she was about to die.

“I can kind of see him,” she told her father. It would be the
last words she ever said. It was only 12 days past the birth—
half spent in the hospital and the other half at home—before
Jenni was gone. She passed away on Nov. 21, 2011, shortly
before Thanksgiving Day. She was not yet 18 years old.

In the month since her death, Jenni Lake’s family and
friends continue to rightfully insist that her legacy is not
one of tragedy, but of heroic sacrifice. And that is the legacy
they will be passing on to her son Chad Michael. The fam-
ily gathered at their ranch style home in Pocatello, Idaho
this Christmas with a tree decorated with ornaments that
reminded them of Jenni, who passed away in a bedroom
just down the hall.

In the photograph, the baby’s ruddy cheeks and healthy
weight offer a stark contrast to the frail girl who gave birth
to him.

CED T D
orldly sincerity contains indiscretion. Truth is truth;
but if, at some point, you speak the truth without

discernment, this is not truth. For example, it is true that

so and so is mentally disturbed. But if you go and tell this
truth, you do not benefit anyone. Or, another person says, “In
order to be sincere, I am going to sin in the public square.”

This is not sincerity.

Anyone who has a great degree of discernment, also has:
noble love, sacrifice and humility; and he speaks—even the
bitterest truth—with great simplicity, sweetened with kind-
ness. The benefits reaped are greater than those of sweet
words, as bitter medicines do greater good than sweet syr-
ups. Truth, when used without discernment, can be criminal.
Some people act in the name of truth, and commit crimes.
When someone has sincerity without discernment, he can do
double harm—Afirst to himself and then to others; because
this sincerity is without compassion.

Whoever wants to be truly sincere, should start by being
sincere with himself; for that’s where spiritual sincerity begins.
When someone is not sincere with himself, he’s—at least—
only fooling and wronging himself. But when he behaves
without sincerity towards others, he sins mortally; because
he fools others.

Elder Paisios the Athonite (+1994)
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A MUSLIM TURK IS BAPTIZED

By Fr. Zacharias Kerstyuk, the story was trascribed by Elena Verbenina
and translated from Russian by Fr. Andrew Phillips (Source: http://
http:/fwww.pravoslavie.ru)

This story comes from Archpriest Zacharias Kerstyuk,
who works for the external relations department of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate.
Fr Zacharias was the attending to the parishioners at St
Andrew’s Church at the Ukrainian Embassy in Tripoli in
Libya, but now serves in Spain.

TroT
e is Turkish, a ship’s captain and travels all over the
world. He is 49 years old and has spent 25 of those
year at sea and has been in all sorts of difficult situations.
He is a clever man and speaks five languages
This spring his ship was in the Atlantic,

These people had been born into Islam but only kept it
superficially, just like the many who among us call them-
selves Orthodox only because they were baptized in it in
childhood.

The wife said that she accepted her husband’s decision, as
that was his will. The man said to me: “I want to be Or-
thodox, Jesus helped me, I'll keep everything that is asked
of me because I believe.” Seeing such a firm will in him, I
baptized him in the Mediterranean Sea. He told me that he
had never sensed or felt the presence of God in Islam, but
he could feel Jesus in his heart. The next Sunday the captain
came to communion for the first time.

The captain invited his friends to the service, six of whom
also took communion. I have not seen people taking com-
munion the way he did, with such devotion, for a long

time. At that moment another two sailors

i i is shi i i in the crew also expressed their desire to
when it suddenly broke down. The main : ™ get baptized. We are having preparatory

engine stopped and the generators locked =
up. They drifted for a long time, unable to *

even send out an SOS. There was nothing
to eat or drink and the crew began to get
alarmed. Everything they tried ended in *
failure. Despair set in. There were over thir-
ty in the crew, Georgians, Syrians, Turks
and two Ukrainians. Their only hope was | =
in God.

The Muslim captain began to pray for help. £
He also saw how sincerely the Georgian Or-
thodox prayed. Then, he himself turned to |
Jesus: “If Jesus helps me, then I'll become a |
Christian,” he decided. The day was not over 5
before the engines came back to life.

They reached Algiers on the smoky engines, but the port
would not take them in. All they would allow was for them to
bring food and drink on board and anchor in their territorial
waters. They stood at anchor for a whole month there, waiting
for spares from the shipping company. Refusing to wait any
longer for help from the ship’s owners, the IMO (International
Maritime Organization) ordered them to proceed to the nearest
European port. This was Cartagena in Spain. The ship stopped
five miles from shore—it had run out of fuel. With great dif-
ficulty they were towed into port.

Since there were Ukrainians on board and I am a Ukrai-
nian, I was at once contacted about the irregular situation in
which our nationals were involved. I went aboard and met
the Ukrainians who introduced me to the rest of the crew.
I spoke at length with the captain about Orthodoxy, about
God. I saw that the man had truly made a life-changing
conscious decision.

I had three preparatory talks with the captain. Since this
was a very important step, I received his wife’s permission.

talks and I hope to baptize them next week.

At my first talk with the captain, I asked:
“Aren’t you afraid that the Muslim sailors
; will cut your throat?” He answered: “So
- what, I'll lock the doors tighter at night.”

During the talk Muslim sailors came
along and looked at me in such a way that
I felt frightened. The second meeting was
- much more pleasant and the third very easy.
[ answered their questions. We spoke about
life, joked and I showed them crosses which
I offered them. They took them, put them
- on and I heard them talking to each other:
“ “Perhaps it’s true and Jesus did help?”

After that I went to see them again and I saw them, Syrians

and Turks, still wearing the crosses around their necks as
before. Having been at death’s door, these people can now
make a lot more sense of life.

he truly rich are not those who keep their riches to them-
selves but those who give to others. Happiness comes not
from possessing wealth but from giving it away. Whatever is
generously given away becomes a fruit of the soul. It therefore

becomes the soul’s wealth.
Saint Clement of Alexandria (+215)
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THE END OF THE WORLD AND

THE ANTICHRIST
By Bishop Alexander Mileant ( +2005).

In Holy Scripture the term Antichrist has a twofold mean-
ing. In a broad and general sense this word indicates every
person hostile to Christ’s teaching (the Greek prefix ani signi-
fies against). This is the meaning St. John the Theologian used
to speak of many Antichrists in his epistles. In a particular
sense the name Antichrist signifies a definite person—the
leading adversary of Christ who is to appear before the end
of the world. The appearance of this definite Antichrist on
the world scene constitutes the final and decisive sign that
the Second Coming of Christ is at hand.

Close to the end of the world, all the growing aversion
towards God on the part of mankind will become, so to
speak, concentrated in this definite man
of sin, who will lead the final desperate ||
battle against Christianity. Of the char- #
acteristics and actions of this Antichrist,
we read in St. Paul’s second epistle to
the Thessalonians: Let no man deceive
you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son
of perdition. Who opposeth and exalteth &
himself above all that is called God, or that §
is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in
the temple of God, shewing himself that
he is God. Remember ye not, that, when I
was yet with you, I told you these things? |8
And now ye know what withholdeth that
he might be revealed in his time. For the
mystery of iniquity doth already work: only
he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.
And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming. Even him, whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie: Thar they all might
be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness. (2 Thes 2:3-12)

A number of external factors will have to play a significant
role in strengthening the power of the coming Antichrist.
Possibly, during his time the threat of nuclear and biological
warfare, or the specter of a horrible political and economic
crisis will hang over mankind. Governments will be on the
verge of collapse, and nations in turmoil and revolt. Then, on
the murky waters of a global cataclysm, a “brilliant” leader

will surface as the sole savior of mankind. Backing him will
be a formidable organization with the goal of global domi-
nation. With its support, the Antichrist will emerge with a
prepared program of socio-economic reforms, which will be
actively supported and advocated by the mass media. What
will be the secret of the Antichrist’s persuasive power and
his ability to direct world events? We can envision him as
a gifted and inflammartory orator, like Lenin or Hitler. His
ideas and propositions will be readily accepted because they
will express the thoughts and feelings of the masses of his
materialistic epoch.

One would think that many Jews, opposed to Christianity,
will see in the Antichrist their long-awaited Messiah, while
the majority of people will be inspired by hopes that he will
put an end to wars and crises and will bring about a general
prosperity. Havmg in mind such a blindness among people

- ' who fail to see the catastrophe hanging
over their heads, St. Paul wrote: For your-
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord
| s0 cometh as a thief in the night. For when
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail
M upon a woman with child; and they shall
€S| not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in dark-
ness, that that day should overtake you as a
i thief- Ye are all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are not of the night,
| nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep,
| as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
(1 Thes 5:2-6).
| The Antichrist will not be content with
| mere political authority and outward
E transformations. Praised by all, he will
“= become so conceited that he will regard
himself as a superhuman endowed with divine power. He
will proclaim a new world-view—a new religion and new
morality in place of “outmoded” and “unsuccessful” Christian
teaching. Possessed by delusions of grandeur, he will present
himself as God and sit in the temple, (possibly in Jerusalem’s
rebuilt temple, where the King Solomon’s temple used to be)
demanding divine worship.

According to St. Paul, the activities of the Antichrist will
be extremely successful, being supported by satan, and ac-
companied by lying signs, false miracles, and all kinds of
unrighteous deception of the perishing. By the Antichrist’s
signs and miracles we should understand not only the de-
ceptive tricks aimed to delight the crowd but also the high-
est accomplishments of science, which will be exploited to
strengthen his rule (According to Rev 13:15, the false prophet
will have the power to give life unto the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many
as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.)
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The most sophisticated form of surveillance on people will
be used to control their activities. Those wishing to buy or
to sell anything will have to present official permission to do
so (According to Rev 13:17, 70 man might buy or sell, save he
that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of
his name) Radio, TV programs, and the press will strive to
shape the most favorable image of the world Leader in order to
strengthen his political power and admiration among people.
Any person daring to question the genius of this Leader, or
disagreeing with his measures, will be ridiculed, persecuted,
and ultimately destroyed as a public enemy.

An image of the coming Antichrist is portrayed by the
prophet Daniel in the appearance of a minor horn. Here
the prophet describes the characteristics of the Syrian King
Antioch Epiphanos—the cruel persecutor of the faithful Jews
about 175-164 BC—as a prototype of the Antichrist. In the
book of Revelation, the Antichrist is depicted as a beast, com-
ing out of the sea. Some of the characteristics of this monster
remind us of the Roman emperors Nero and Domitian, fierce
persecutors of Christians in the first century AD. These em-
perors were contemporaries of St. John who wrote the book
of Revelation. To avoid confusion, one should bear in mind
that in the book of Revelation, the term beast applies not only
to the personal Antichrist but also to the whole governmental
machine of his anti-Christian empire.

The distinctive features, personality and mode of operation
of the Antichrist are described by St. Cyrill of Jerusalem in
his Cathechetical Letters (4 and 15) and by St. Ephraim the
Syrian in his Homily on the Coming of the Lord and the
Antichrist. The famous Russian philosopher Vladimir S. So-
loviev attempted to depict the coming of the Antichrist in his
1ale of the Antichrist, but his representation and occasionally
joking style do not convey all the horror and utter gloom
which will threaten mankind in its final period of existence.
His tale is a naive idyll when compared to the horror which
will dominate people who have lost God.

Studying the historical prototypes of the coming Antichrist,
like the king Antioch Epithanos, emperors Nero and Domi-
tian, Lenin and similar “genius” rulers, certain general traits
come to mind. All of them in general were worthless people,
both in the intellectual and the governmental arena. They
came to power not because of their exceptional talents or
achievements but because of favorable circumstances. They
were more conspirators than governors. All of them suffered
from disproportionate delusions of grandeur; in their per-
sonal lives they were liars, immoral and cruel. One may thus
speculate that the final world Leader will be distinguished
by similar traits.

If we take literally the time indicated by Holy Scripture
regarding the rule of the beast, the activity of the Antichrist
will last for about 3-1/2 years. It will end with the Second
Coming of Christ, the General Resurrection of the Dead,

and the Last Judgment (Daniel 7:25; Rev 11:2-3, 12:13, 13:5).
The Revelation of St. John mentions the appearance of two
witnesses, who will proclaim the truth, perform miracles,
and, upon completion of their witness, be killed by the An-
tichrist. These witnesses have been foreseen by some Fathers
of the Church to be the two righteous of the Old Testament
period—the patriarch Enoch (Gen 5:23) and the prophet
Elijah (2 Kings 2:11)—because only these two men did not
die but were taken alive to Heaven. They will have to return
to earth to complete their earthly mission, to suffer for the
Word of God and to die as all mortals should.

In summary, such is the teaching of the Word of God about
the approaching times, and the behavior and sentiments of
the people prior to the Second Coming of Christ. Although
these signs are overt and clear, the ability to see and realize
them nevertheless will depend on a person’s spiritual keen-
ness. Most people, preoccupied with their material well-being,
will be incapable of understanding what is happening before
their eyes, or the point toward which the world is headed.
For this reason the Savior warned His disciples: And take
heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so
that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before
the Son of man. (Lk 21:34-36)

ocrates was once asked to define or describe the term
“Educated Man.” His response amazed many as he did
not refer to the accumulation of scholastic knowledge. Here
is what he said: “Education is a matter of an individual’s
character as often exemplified through his behavior . Here is
the type of men whom I consider to possess true education:
1. All those who are capable of controlling unpleasant
situations instead of being controlled by them.
2. Men who confront all of life’s events bravely and logi-
cally.
3. All those who maintain the highest level of honesty and
integrity in their dealings and transactions.
4. Those who consistently confront unpleasant events and
unpopular people benevolently.
5. Men that consistently maintain life’s pleasures in check.
6. All those who never allow misfortunes or failures to
defeat their spirit.
7. And, finally, those men who have not been corrupted
by success, good fortune, glory, and wealth.”
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THE LAW OF LOVE
By St. John of Kronstad.

And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to
them likewise. [Lk 6:31]

he Holy Evangelist Luke

speaks in the Gospel about
the teaching and commandment
of our Lord Jesus Christ, about
how we should be with people in
society, so that we might please
both God and people, make also
a good name for ourselves, have
. a good conscience, and be made
worthy of the promised, incor-
ruptible Heavenly Homeland for
our wise behavior in our earthly
homeland (Lk. 6:31-36).

What wise, lofty, saving, and truly divine teachings and
commandments! But how badly our daily life conforms to
them. The Lord teaches us to treat people as we would have
people treat us; that is, simple-heartedly, well-wishing, sym-
pathetically, patiently. He set our own selves as a measuring
stick for our relationship to other people; and this measuring
stick, this scope, is love. For no man ever yet hated his own
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the
church. (Eph 5:29) But in community it often happens to
the contrary—peoples’ relationships to each other are often
quite wrong, not distinguished by a spirit of simplicity and
sincerity, love and good will, love of peace, meekness and
condescension, purity and holiness, sympathy and compas-
sion, and Christian patience. They are often distinguished
by a spirit of insincerity and duplicity, coldness and haugh-
tiness, deceit and ill will, or impurity and sensuality, low
egoism and self-seeking.

The root, cause, or source of one or another way of treat-
ing one person or another is within a person’s heart. A good
man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good
things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart
bringeth forth evil things. (Mt. 12:35) This occurs either from
his natural character traits, or from an either good or bad
upbringing; from various passions, inclinations, or habits—
for example, of seeking certain pleasures; from either good
or bad examples; from life circumstances; from more or less
comfortable material standards; from the milieu in which he
lives or his standing in society; from various life lessons or
trials; and finally, from how much he has been or not been
penetrated with the Gospel spirit of Christ.

Thus, the measuring stick of relationships to others is
simplicity and sincerity, good will, and love for all—this
is the best side of relationships to others. But not rarely,
the nature of relationships to others is cunning, suspicion,

dislike, rudeness, envy, extreme selfishness, self-seeking,
partiality, vanity, ambition, vainglory, sensuality, or extreme
haughtiness; that is, a high opinion of oné’s self, which seeks
to humiliate others.

In general, we can observe more insincere relationships
amongst people than pure-hearted ones, because the whole
heart is infected to a greater or lesser extent with the im-
purity of sin, covered with the corruption of the passions.
For, Who can say: My heart is clean, I am pure from sin? (Prov
20:9), say the Scriptures. Therefore, some words are smooth
as oil, and yet they are poison darts. Thus, according to the
teaching of our Savior, the measure of our relationships
to others should be correct love for our own selves. As we
would like others to treat us, so shall we treat them—that
is, simply, pure-heartedly, meekly, lovingly, trustingly, con-
descendingly, sympathetically, patiently.

The Lord offers Himself as an example to us, and we should
ceaselessly look at it and learn from it. Learn of me, He says,
because I am meek, and humble of heart. (Mt. 11:29) The
Apostle Paul says, Follow peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord. (Heb. 12:14) He
also teaches, Let love be without dissimulation... Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour pre-
ferring one another... Distributing to the necessity of saints
(that is, to your brother Christians); given ro hospitality.
Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Be
of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things,
but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own
conceits. Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things
honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth
in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written,
Vengeance is mine; 1 will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink...
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. Let every
soul be subject unto the higher powers. (Rom 12:9-21; 13:1)

These are the rules of behavior for Christians amongst
themselves, which the Apostle Paul wrote for us in his epistle
to the Romans. Each of us is equally obligated to uphold
them. Where is the highest motivation for us to treat each
other this way? In the image and likeness of God, in which
man is created, and in that we are the children of the One
Heavenly Father, members of Christ, branches of the one
vine of Christ, sheep of His one rational flock. We partake
of the one life bread of Christ, and drink from the same
chalice of His divine Blood. We have drunk of the same
Holy Spirit, and we await the same incorruptible, eternal
inheritance. This is our motivation for mutual, sincere,
loving relationships!

For if ye love them which love you, says the Lord in the Gos-
pel, what thank have ye? For sinners (that is, idolaters), also
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love those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do
good to you, what thank have ye? For sinners also do even the
same; that is, as long as they receive benefit, which means
that they love only themselves—for they only love in their
benefactors the benefit they receive.

And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what
thank have ye? For sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as
much again, and in this case you love only yourself, your
own gain, and not the benefit of others, and do not satisfy
his need perfectly. If Christians do not fulfill these natural
virtues, then they are much worse than pagans, who do
by nature the things contained in the law (Rom. 2:14), not
having the power of grace; while Christians, as we know,
have received all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory
and virtue (2 Pet. 1:3), for the fulfillment of all Christ’s
commandments.

Look, Christian, into the mirror of the divine command-
ments and know what you are. Do you at least love those
who love you? Or do you not even love them at times? Do
you do good to your benefactors? Do you lend to those who
pay back loans? Do you tend towards self-interest and lack
of trust? Many want to be satisfied with love only for those
who love them, and do not want to force themselves to love
those who hate them, or who have animosity toward them.
O Christian, with such pagan love you will stand ashamed
at the Last Judgment. But love ye your enemies, the Lord
continues, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again;
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children
of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the
evil. (Lk 6:35).

It would seem that our Savior is giving us a difficult task
by commanding us to love our enemies and to do good to
them. The corrupt human heart says, “This is impossible,
this is against nature and common sense!” It is really only
difficult for the corrupted heart, a heart not renewed or
strengthened by grace. But for the heart reborn by grace,
this is an easy thing, for the Lord helps the believer in
everything; and we can see many such examples in the
lives of the saints.

But to whom should we give, not expecting anything in
return? To poor people, those of lowly station, for whom
repaying a debt is extremely difficult and often impossible.
But wealthy people should always repay their debts; lenders
do not sin if they seek repayment of debt by honest means
or lawsuits. Otherwise, this would be harmful pandering to
unconscionable people, who think to get rich easily at the
expense of others. Be ye therefore merciful, says the Lord, as
your Father also is merciful. (Lk 6:36)

The Lord requires mercy from Christians, His children by
grace, like unto the mercy of the Heavenly Father. Truly, if
Christians are the children of the Heavenly Father, bought

with the blood of His Son, and they are promised incorrupt-
ible, eternal blessedness in the Heavenly Homeland, then
they should manifest love and mercy in this life towards
their brothers, corresponding in greatness to the love and
mercy which God has toward them, and to the boundless
greatness of incorruptible blessings, the great honor and
heavenly crowns that have been promised them.

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another,
says the holy Apostle John the Theologian (1 Jn 4:11).

However, it is important to come to an understanding
about the hearing of the word of God. Years ago many
people were not able to read. Today the opposite is true.
Almost everyone can read. So in the past, the basic source
of knowledge leading to the truths of God was the sense of
hearing, the ear. People could not read. However, even today
the hearing of the word is very basic for all people because
the word is offered through a living tongue. And much like
the word of God, it is alive; so when the word of God is
heard through a living tongue, this makes it especially grace-
ful. The word of God in this case can be presented along
with the personal experiences of the speaker. And this can
be a source of courage to listeners as far as the application
of the word of God goes. It is not the same if you hear it on
the radio, or if you read it in a book. It is something very
different. This is why we go to hear the word of God and
we do not rely on reading alone. Reading does not replace
the spoken word. And the hearing of the spoken word does
not replace reading. These two parallel things are equally
important.

I must also tell you that the hearing of the word of God
presupposes the presence of other people. The word of God
is connected with the presence and vision of other people.
In other words, it is connected with the Church. And this
is very important, to have the word of God be heard in the
Church, very beneficial and of great value. On the other hand,
if I sit by myself listening to a cassette, it is like eating canned
food according to the holy one of Florina, Metropolitan Av-
goustinos Kantiotis. The canned word of God does not have
the same freshness as the live participation. Of course I will
listen to my cassettes; I will read my books; but I will also
make it a point to go and hear the living word of God, to get
together with the other faithful, my other brothers and sisters
in Christ. This is so I can become a presence and show forth
the Church, not only in its liturgical worship but also in the
hearing of the word of God.

Elder Athanasios Mitilinaios (+2006)
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THE MYSTERY OF BAPTISM

By Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky, from “Orthodox Dogmatic
Theology: A Concise Exposition,” St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood
Press, 1994.

The Establishment of the Mystery of Baptism

In the first place in the series of Mysteries of the Holy
Church stands the Mystery of Baptism. It serves as the
door leading into the Kingdom of Grace, or the Church,
and it grants access to participation in the other Mysteries.
Even before the establishment of the Mystery of Baptism,
the Lord Jesus Christ in His conversation with Nicodemos
indicated the absolute necessity of it for salvation: Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born from above, he can-
not see the Kingdom of Heaven. When Nicodemos expressed
his perplexity, How can a man be born when he is old, the
Saviour replied that the new birth would be accomplished
by water and the Spirit: Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except
a man be born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the
Kingdom of God. That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit
is Spirit. (Jn 3:3-6)

The establishment of this
grace giving Mystery oc-
curred after the Resurrection
of Christ. Having appeared
to His disciples, the Lord said
to them that He had received
from His Father all authority
in Heaven and on earth, and
He continued: Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you. And lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the World. (Mt 28:19-20) And
to this He added: He that believeth and is baptizd shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. (Mk 16:t6).

On the day of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
Apostles, when after the speech of the Apostle Peter his lis-
teners asked what they should do, the Apostle Peter said to
them: Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. In the same book of the Acts are recorded
several instances of baptism performed by the Apostles. Thus,
the Apostle Peter baptized Cornelius (ch. 10), the Apostle Paul
baptized Lydia and those of her household (ch. 16), as well as
the guard of the prison with his whole household.

The Meaning of the Mystery

The mystical grace-given aspect of baptism is indicated in

the above-cited passages of Sacred Scripture; baptism is a

new birth, and it is performed for the salvation of men (Mk
16: 16). Moreover, setting forth the grace-given significance
of Baptism, the Apostles in their Epistles indicate that in
it we are sanctified, cleansed, justified; that in baptism we
die to sin so as to walk in renewed life; we are buried with
Christ, and we arise with Him. Christ loved, the Church,
and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse
it with the washing of water by the word (that is, baptism
with the utterance of the words instituted to accompany it:
Eph 5:25-26). Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God (1
Cor 6:11).

We are buried with Him by baptism into death, that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life (Rom
6:4), baptism is called the washing of regeneration (Titus
3:5). As for the subjective side—the state of soul of the per-
son being baptized—it is indicated by the Apostle Peter, who
calls baptism the promise of a good conscience toward God
I T (1 Pet 3:21). Through baptism
. at the same time one is joined
| to the Church.

§ The Means of the Perfor-
' mance of the Mystery

The comparison of bap-
tism with a washing by wa-
ter, with the grave, and other
such things indicates that this
Mystery is to be performed
through immersion. The
. Greek word Bamtitw (vaptizo)
itself signifies “to immerse.”
Concerning the baptism of the

- eunuch by Philip, we read in
the book of Acts: They went down both into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when
they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
caught away Philip (Acts 8:38). As an exception, the Church
acknowledges the Christian martyrdom of the unbaptized
as a “baptism of blood.” Baptism by sprinkling the Church
acknowledges but does not approve it; it is considered as
being not canonical.

The immersion in water is done three times with the
pronunciation of the words: “7he servant of God (name) is
baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit,” in accordance with the commandment given
by Christ Himself (Mt 28:19). Thus was it performed in
the ancient Church. The Epistle of the Apostle Barnabas
already mentions this, and Tertullian directly indicates that
the manner of baptism is prescribed, indicating the words of
the Savior concerning baptism; Tertullian also testifies to the
triple immersion and likewise indicates one particularity:
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that the one being baptized is asked to renounce satan and
his angels, and then to confess the Faith.

In certain passages of Sacred Scripture there is mention of
baptism in the Name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48).
According to the interpretation of the ancient Fathers, the
expression in the Name of the Lord Jesus means according to
the command and tradition of Christ, or as a testimony of
one’s faith in Christ. Thus, this expression does not deny
the fact of baptism in the name of the Father, of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, as it has seemed to certain historians of
Christianity who are of the “rational school.” It is entirely
natural that the writer of the book of Acts, the Holy Apostle
Luke, and St. Paul as well (Rom 6:3; Gal 3:27; 1 Cor 1:13),
when speaking of baptism, in Christ have in mind the dif-
ferentiation of this baptism from the baptism of John or
anything similar to it; baptism, iz Christ is THE the baptism
into Christianity. Thus even now there is sung at Baptism,
“As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ”
(Gal 3:27).

The Indispensability of Baptism

Since in baptism a man receives (in place of the old exis-
tence he had) a new existence and life and becomes a child
of God, a member of the Body of Christ or the Church, an
inheritor of eternal life, it is therefore evident that baptism
is indispensable for all, including infants, so that grow-
ing in body and spirit they might grow in Christ. In the
Apostolic Scriptures many times there is mention of the
baptism of whole families (the house of Lydia, the house of
the prison guard, the house of Stephan—1 Cor 1:16), and
nowhere is it mentioned that infants were excluded from
this. The Fathers of the Church, in their instructions to the
faithful, insist upon the baptism of children. St. Gregory
the Theologian, addressing Christian mothers, says, Do
you have an infant? Do not give time for harm to increase.
Let him be sanctified in infancy, and from youth dedicated
to the Spirit, Do you fear the seal because of the weakness
of nature, as someone fainthearted and small in faith? But
Anna even before giving birth promised Samuel to God, and
after his birth she quickly dedicated him and raised him for
the sacred garment, without fearing human weakness, but
believing in God.

However, it is indispensable in this matter that the persons
who offer the infant for baptism should recognize all their
responsibility for the raising up of the baptized infant in
Christian faith and virtue. We read an instruction concern-
ing this, for example, in the work On the Ecclesiastical Hi-
erarchy, known under the name of St. Dionysius the Areop-
agite, which has always been highly respected by the Church:
It was pleasing to our divine instructors to allow infants also to
be baptized, under the sacred condition that the natural parents
of the child should entrust him to someone among the faithful
who would instruct him well in divine subjects and then take

care for the child as a father, given from above, and as a guard
of his eternal salvation. This man, when he gives the promise
to guide the child in pious life, is compelled by the bishop to
utter the renunciations and the sacred confession.

How important for us is this instruction which comes from
the ancient Christian Church! From it we see what responsi-
bility the sponsor or godfather of the baptized person takes
upon himself. How careful the parents of the child must be
in choosing a sponsor! Of course, in a normal Christian fam-
ily, the parents themselves usually teach their children the
truths of faith and their moral duty. But the contemporary
breakup of the foundations of social life compel one to be
on guard so that the child will not remain without Christian
guidance. And even under favorable conditions, a sponsor
should keep close spiritual contact with his godchild and be
ready at any needful moment to come to him with heartfelt
Christian help.

The tenth paragraph of the Symbol of Faith reads: / con-
fess one baptism for the remission of sins. This signifies that
baptism in the Orthodox Church, as a spiritual birth, if it
has been performed as a sacred rite correctly through triple
immersion in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, cannot be repeated.

Baptism: the Door to the Reception of Other
Grace-giving Gifts

As we see from the above-cited statements of the holy
Apostles, and likewise from the whole teaching of the
Church, baptism is not only a symbol of cleansing and
washing away the defilement of the soul, but in itself is the
beginning and source of the Divine gifts which cleanse and
annihilate all the sinful defilements and communicate a
new way of life. All sins are forgiven, both original sin and
personal sins; the way is opened for a new life; opened is
also the possibility to receive the gifts of God.

Further spiritual growth depends upon the free will of
man. But since temptation is capable of finding sympathy
in the nature of man who from the day of his first fall into
sin has had an inclination to sin, therefore moral perfec-
tion cannot be accomplished without battle. A man finds
help for this inward battle in the whole grace-given life of

the Church...
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gainst impure thoughts, use the spiritual sword: the

ame of [Jesus]. You must offer repentance to the Lord,

and you must not hide anything from your spiritual father.
Wounds that are exposed heal quickly.

St. Joseph the Hesychast (+1959)
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WHY STUDY THE SIGNS OF THE
TIMES?
By Blessed Hieromonk Seraphim Rose.

' The subject of this article is
; watching for the signs of
2 the times.

First of all, we have to know
what is meant by the phrase
“signs of the times.” This ex-
pression comes straight from the
Gospel, from the words of our
~ Savior in Matthew 16:3. Christ
o+ tells the Pharisees and Sadducees
who came to Him, Ye can dis-
cern the face of the sky, that is,
tell what the weather will be; buz
can ye not discern the signs of the times? In other words, He’s
telling them that this has nothing to do with science, or with
knowing our place in the world, or anything of the sort. It’s a
religious question. We study the signs of the times in order
to be able to recognize Christ.

During the time of Christ, the Pharisees and Sadducees
did not study the signs of the times in order to see that
Christ had come, that the Son of God was already on earth.
There were already signs that they should have recognized.
For example, in the book of Daniel in the Old Testament,
there is a prophecy concerning the seventy weeks of years,
which means that the Messiah was to come about 490 years
from the time of Daniel. Those Jews who read their books
very carefully knew exactly what this was all about, and
at about the time that Christ came they knew that it was
time for the messiah.

But this is an outward sign. More importantly, the Phari-
sees and Sadducees should have been watching for the
inward signs. If their hearts had been right with God, and
if they had not been merely trying to fulfill the outward
commandment of the law, their hearts would have re-
sponded and recognized God in the flesh when He came.
And many of the Jews did—the apostles, the disciples, and
many others.

This same passage in the 16 chapter of St. Matthew
speaks further about signs. Our Lord told the Jews, An evil
and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign, and there shall
no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the propher Jonah.
The events of the Old Testament contain prefigurations of
events in the New Testament. When Jonah was three days
in the belly of the whale, this was a prefiguration of our
Lord’s being three days in the tomb. And this sign—the
sign of Jonah—was given to the people of Christ’s time.

Our Lord was telling the Pharisees and Sadducees that an
evil and adulterous generation seeks for spectacular events,

that is, fire coming down from heaven, or the Romans being
chased away, angels manifesting themselves and banishing
the foreign government of the Romans, and things of that
sort. Christ told them this kind of sign would not be given.
An evil and adulterous generation seeks after this, but those
who are pure of heart seek rather something more spiritual.
And the one sign that is given to them is the sign of Jonah.
Of course, it is a great thing that a man should be three
days in the grave and then rise up, being God.

Thus, from our Savior’s words, we know that we are not
to watch for spectacular signs, but we are rather to look
inwardly for spiritual signs. Also, we are to watch for those
things which according to Scripture must come to pass.
He who has ears to hear, let him hear!

Your greatest joy is to have a son who sanctifies the Pre-
cious Gifts, whose honor it is to forgive sins, and who
intercedes constantly for your family. Had he become a king,
he would not have obtained the glory of a priest. During the
Divine Liturgy the priest is higher than the angels because
even the angels at that hour tremble as they serve at the
Mystery of the Holy Eucharist.

Elder Amphilokhios of Patmos (+1970)
he priest’s cassock is superior to trousers. A cassock
has double grace!

Blessed Papa-Dimitri Gagastathis (+1975)
\ x JThen one bishop asked Hieromonk Callistratus, the
saintly abbot of the Monastery of Mileseva, “What is
the most important thing for a priest?”, he answered, “The
most important thing for a priest is to communicate—first
with the Master, afterwards with the lords of the Master’s
servants, and finally with the Master’s servants. The Master is
He who is called the Christ, the lords of the Master’s servants
are the Saints, and the Master’s servants are the people of
this world. For it has been said, he who communicates only
with the Master’s servants does not care about the Master,
and provokes the wrath of the Master.”
St Nikolai Velimirovich (+1956)
God lights the priest up as a lamp and places him upon
the lamp stand of His light-bearing throne.
Saint Isidore of Pelusium (+449)
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THE FUNCTION OF THE PROPHET
By Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas (OCA), August 9, 1995.

he function of the prophet of the Old Testament was two-

fold: to foretell the future, the coming of the Messiah and
the fulfillment of the vocation of the Hebrew people; to call
them to account for their sins and disobedience and for their
departures from God’s righteousness. The prophets called
them to repentance for their transgressions, chief among
which was being influenced by the idolatrous and barbarous
religions of their neighbors and adopting their ways.

Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, in His own prophetic min-
istry, condemned false religion and false thinking about reli-
gion, and, in doing so, He deeply offended the self-righteous
religious leaders who were responsible for guiding the people
of Israel.

Throughout her history, the Church has been beset by the
assaults of the Evil One, heresies that would undermine
the doctrine of the person of the Lord Himself (Arianism,
Nestorianism, Monophytism, etc.), surrender to pressures for
conformity (iconoclasm), and politically motivated alliances
(the false union of Florence). Many Christians, at times a
majority of them, were attracted by these destructive move-
ments, and were offended at the prophetic voice, which was
never lacking, that perceived the real dangers in them. The
Church, by God’s grace, overcame them all and reached the
twentieth century intact.

It is my opinion that many Orthodox Christians today
are willing for the Church to surrender to the temptation
to conform to the role that contemporary society assigns to
religion: to bless this world’s so-called progress in the moral
and spiritual spheres, to reject all exclusivity or uniqueness
in the interest of unity, and to concern itself with the world
of the here and now rather than with the world to come.
Many are unaware of the primary danger that the Church
faces: the gradual infiltration of materialistic, humanistic and
secularist thinking, that the ground is being laid for a western
captivity far worse than those of the past, latinizations and
protestantizations.

Prophetic voices are needed to call us all back to the real-
ization that the forces of this world still want to destroy the
Church, the precious Truth that has been entrusted to her—to
understand that what the Church has is essential for the life of
the world and its salvation and that this cannot be mitigated.
These voices will offend—so be it!

One such voice is that of the author of “Letters to Father
Aristotle.” Frank Schaeffer has come to us from where that
secularism has already done a great deal of its damage, and
he is in a unique position to discern the signs of the times.
He is an intensely loyal Orthodox layman, loyal also to his
local church and the jurisdiction to which it belongs. He is
one of us, and we American Orthodox should give heed to
what he has to say.

ELDER EPHRAIM OF VATOPAIDI ON
RUSSIA, THE ANTICHRIST AND THE
BELT OF THE THEOTOKOS

November 29, 2011, Interfax News Service.

he Abbot of the Vatopaidi Monastery, Archimandrite

Ephraim, who accompanied the Belt of the Mother of
God from the Monastery to Russian cities, believes in Rus-
sia’s special spiritual mission. “Russia won’t collapse. On the
contrary, it will strengthen and play the leading part in saving
Orthodoxy on Earth,” the Bulletin of St. Andrew the First-
Called Foundation quoted Father Ephraim as saying.

As was reported, a week after the Belt of the Mother of God
departed from Russia, belts blessed on the holy relic will be
distributed in one of Moscow’s churches.Father Ephraim
advised to wear them as a usual belt. “You can wash it, but it’s
better not to pour the first water down the drain, but rather
to water a tree as the belt is blessed,” he said.

Addressing some Orthodox believers who are expecting the
apocalypse soon, the priest recommended to study “Christ,
rather than Antichrist.” He said, “You know, it’s an unhealthy
spiritual condition when people talk much of the Antichrist,
the end of the world, and so on. Some people are too much
involved in the topic,” he said.

After visiting St. Petersburg the relic was taken to other Rus-
sian cities. The last destination was Moscow. The belt returned
to Athos on November 28. The shrine has left Greece for the
first time in the history of its stay in the Vatopaidi Monastery.

For many years Vatopaidi monks have made small belts,
blessed them on the belt of the Mother of God and distributed
them among believers. They take a bobbin with 300 meters of
ribbon, which is blessed on the reliquary with a special prayer.
Then the bobbin is handed over to the monks: they divide
the fabric for a meter and a half belts, twist them and put
them into plastic bags together with a text telling them about
the shrine and instructions how to pray and observe a fast.

Orthodox believe that thanks to the intercession of the Holy
Virgin these belts help cure female infertility, and bear and
give birth to a healthy child. As the belt of the Mother of
God is kept on Athos where women are not allowed, Russian
women have a rare chance to kneel down before the shrine,
pray for granting children, health for relatives and friends,
and brmg prosperlty to Russia.

hrist the Lord called that Chrch the Catholic Church
which maintains the true and saving confession of

the faith.

St. Maximus the Confessor
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THE ANGELS AS STARS IN HEAVEN
By St. John of Kronstadt (+1908).

Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire
[Pss 104:4]

hese are the words of the King and Prophet David. With

these words, he said that God created the wisest minds, the
fleshless spirits, servants loyal to Him, who burn with eternal love
for God, fulfill God’s will and abide in the unapproachable light
of the Throne of Glory. The Lord created the angels as wise, pow-
erful, eternally holy, pure and within Divine truth. Ponder this,
dear brothers and sisters, delve into this with your minds. The
Lord divided all the angels into nine orders, or ranks: Thrones,
Dominions, Principalities, Powers, Authorities and others; they
all obey each other—the lower orders obey the higher orders. In
the likeness of the heavenly hierarchy, the Lord established three
ranks in the Church Militant: the bishops, priests and deacons,
who also obey each other.

God created an innumerable multitude of angels. When you
came to liturgy this morning, maybe someone among you looked
into the sky and saw how many stars fill the heavens. There are
so many stars that it seems that the sky is filled with poppy seeds.
No mortal can count them all. Likewise, one cannot count the
number of holy angels. One star shines brighter, another less so,
but each of them is greater than our world, larger than the Earth;
this is known and has been proven.

The countless multitude of angels abide in the heavens, in the

presence of God, fulfill God’s will and eternally glorify God.

Some of them are appointed by God to humans, these are our
guardian angels who protect people throughout their lives, from
baptism until death, keep evil away from them and direct them
to all truth and goodness. If a person lives righteously, lives well,
he will feel this himself. Think, dear brothers and sisters, how
close the angels are to us!

You know or have heard of the miracle performed by Archangel
Michael. A few impious people had decided to kill St. Archip-
pus and the destroy the church he built; they channeled a great
river towards the church, but Archangel Michael appeared to
Archippus, consoled him, split a cliff asunder, and directed the
river towards the rocky chasm, so that the water did not flood
the church, and the church and Archippus were saved.

Angels are not prone to sin, they cannot even think sinful
thoughts—their notions and desires are pure. They are imparted
with all perfection, they are always wise, always strong, always
good. They firmly established themselves in love for God, in holi-
ness and truth and do not fall into sin, only some of them, a third
overall, saddened the Lord with their disobedience and could no
longer be citizens of the heavens; they were cast down by God.

And you, my friends, should emulate the angels loyal to God,
and after being citizens of the earthly fatherland, you will become
co-citizens with them of the heavenly fatherland. Emulate the
angles, especially since you are created in the image of God;
this gift is common to angels and men. Honor the angels, my
friends, imitate their holiness, their love and devotion to God,
and you will be worthy of the blessed live in heaven together
with them. Amen.




